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Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu addresses the 69th session of the United Nations General Assembly at U.N. headquarters, Monday, Sept. 29, 2014. 

(AP Photo/John Minchillo) 


Netanyahu: Hamas, Islamic State Share Creed 


EDITH M. LEDERER 
M. DARAGHMEH 
Associated Press 
UNITED NATIONS (AP) — In 

a blistering speech to the 
United Nations, Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netan¬ 
yahu warned on Monday 
that Hamas and the Islamic 
State group are “branch¬ 
es of the same poisonous 


tree,” both bent on world 
domination through terror, 
just as the Nazis were. 
Netanyahu also lashed 
back at Palestinian Presi¬ 
dent Mahmoud Abbas, 
who accused Israel last 
week of carrying out war 
crimes and waging a “war 
of genocide” during the 
fighting in Gaza. Netan¬ 


yahu said Hamas commit¬ 
ted “the real war crimes” in 
Gaza by using Palestinian 
civilians as human shields. 
Addressing the U.N. Gener¬ 
al Assembly’s annual min¬ 
isterial meeting, the Israeli 
leader argued that Israel’s 
fight against Hamas and 
the U.S. military campaign 
against the Islamic State 


are part of the same cause 
— the defeat of Islamic ex¬ 
tremism. 

Netanyahu railed against 
world leaders for simulta¬ 
neously condemning the 
Jewish state for its war with 
Hamas and praising Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama for 
attacking Islamic State mili¬ 
tants and other extremists 


in Syria and Iraq. 

“They evidently don’t un¬ 
derstand that ISIS and 
Hamas are branches of 
the same poisonous tree,” 
the prime minister said, re¬ 
ferring to the Islamic State 
group by one of its acro¬ 
nyms. 


Continued on page 3 





































TUESDAY 30 SEPTEMBER 2014 


,«IUP FRONT 


At Press Time: 

Hong Kong protesters defy call to disperse 


AUSTIN RAMZY 
ALAN WONG 
© 2014 New York Times 
HONG KONG - A wave of 
protest in Hong Kong ex¬ 
tended into the working 
week Monday as thou¬ 
sands of residents de¬ 
fied a government call to 
abandon street blockades 
across the city, students 
boycotted classes and the 
city’s influential bar asso¬ 
ciation added to condem¬ 
nation of a police crack¬ 


down on protesters a day 
earlier. 

The continued public re¬ 
sistance underscored the 
difficulties that the Hong 
Kong government faces in 
defusing widespread an¬ 
ger that erupted Sunday, 
after police used tear gas, 
pepper spray and batons 
to break up a three-day 
sit-in by students and other 
residents demanding dem¬ 
ocratic elections in the 
semiautonomous Chinese 
territory. 

On Monday afternoon, the 
Hong Kong government 
canceled the city's annual 
fireworks show to mark Chi¬ 
na's National Day, which 
falls on Wednesday - an 
implicit acknowledgment 
that officials expect the 
protests to continue for 
days. 

The police crackdown 
Sunday not only failed to 
dislodge protesters from 


a major thoroughfare in 
the heart of Hong Kong 
but appeared Monday 
to have motivated more 
people to join the student- 
led protests. A government 
announcement that the 
riot police had been with¬ 
drawn from the protest 
centers also seemed to 
open the door to growing 
demonstrations. The num¬ 
ber of protesters, which 
had ebbed overnight, 
swelled again by midday 


Monday, as office work¬ 
ers in slacks and dress shirts 
mixed with crowds of stu¬ 
dents in black T-shirts. 

Many of the new arrivals 
said they were angered by 
the police’s actions Sun¬ 
day, which they called ex¬ 
cessive. 

“This morning I was happy 
to see that they stayed 
and insisted on continuing 
the protest,” said Cindy 
Sun, a 30-year-old bank 
worker who joined protest¬ 
ers in the Admiralty district 
during her lunch hour. 
“What they were doing 
was not appropriate, es¬ 
pecially the tear gas,” she 
said. “The students were 
completely peaceful.” 
Chloe Wong, 46, a mother 
of two, said she was in¬ 
spired to join the protesters 
in Admiralty by the scenes 
of tear gas being fired the 
day before. She said she 
could only find time to par¬ 


ticipate for an hour but 
wanted to show her sup¬ 
port. 

“The protesters, they are so 
young,” she said. “They are 
fighting for our future, for 
my children’s future.” 
Demonstrators were also 
blocking major streets in 
the busy shopping district 
of Causeway Bay and in 
Mongkok in Kowloon, one 
of the world’s most densely 
packed places. 

Many of the protesters in 


Admiralty were wearing 
surgical masks and gog¬ 
gles in anticipation that 
the police would again try 
to disperse them with tear 
gas or pepper spray. The 
announcement about the 
riot police appeared to al¬ 
lay such fears, at least for 
the time being. 

“Because the residents 
who have assembled on 
the roadways have largely 
returned to calm, the riot 
police have already with¬ 
drawn,” an unidentified 
spokesman for the govern¬ 
ment said in the statement 
Monday. The spokesman 
“urged the assembled 
residents to maintain calm 
and to peacefully dis¬ 
perse.” 

?But after the statement 
was released, some police 
officers with riot shields and 
other crowd-control equip¬ 
ment remained near the 
protesters in Admiralty,Q 



Pro-democracy protesters gather in the early hours of the morning, while others spent the night 
on the streets around the government headquarters, Tuesday, Sept. 30, 2014 in Hong Kong. Pro¬ 
democracy protesters expanded their rallies throughout Hong Kong on Monday, defying calls to 
disperse in a major pushback against Beijing's decision to limit democratic reforms in the Asian 
financial hub. (AP Photo/Wong Maye-E) 



HONG KONG PROTESTS 
What You Need To Know 

MICHAEL FORSYTHE 
© 2014 New York Times 

Hong Kong belongs to China. But the grass-roots politi¬ 
cal movements responsible for the protests underway 
in the heart of the city’s financial district would never 
have taken root in any other Chinese city. 

Freedom of speech, assembly, religion and a free press 
are all enshrined in Hong Kong’s mini-constitution, the 
Basic Law, drafted to govern the city of 7.2 million peo¬ 
ple upon its return to Chinese sovereignty in 1997 after 
more than 150 years of British rule. Hong Kong residents 
are guaranteed those rights until 2047, and a legal sys¬ 
tem inherited from the British helps keep it intact. 

It is a system called “one country, two systems” that 
the leaders in Beijing hope - or hoped - would some¬ 
day also be applied to Taiwan to encourage its po¬ 
litical reunion with the motherland. Taiwan has been 
ruled separately since 1949. 

Lately, however, Chinese officials, including President 
Xi Jinping, have been reminding Hong Kong that the 
first clause of that phrase, “One country,” is in Beijing’s 
eyes more important than the second. Hong Kong is 
not an independent country. It doesn’t have ambas¬ 
sadors, and the People’s Liberation Army garrisons 
troops in the city, headquartered in a former British 
military building on the waterfront. Any changes to the 
Basic Law have to be ratified by the country's legis¬ 
lature, the National People’s Congress, which is con¬ 
trolled by the Communist Party. 

It is the wording of the Basic Law, and the legislature’s 
interpretation of what it means, that set off the dra¬ 
matic street protests in Hong Kong last week. Article 45 
of the law, which was ratified in 1990, states that Hong 
Kong's top leader, the chief executive, should even¬ 
tually be chosen “by universal suffrage upon nomina¬ 
tion by a broadly representative nominating commit¬ 
tee in accordance with democratic procedures.” The 
government in Beijing has to approve of any decision 
made by Hong Kong voters, according to the Basic 
Law. 

British colonial governors were picked by London, and, 
since the handover 17 years ago, Hong Kong’s chief 
executives have been chosen by a small group domi¬ 
nated by Beijing loyalists. The current chief executive, 
Leung Chun-ying, was elected in 2012 with 689 votes 
from an election committee of fewer than 1,200 peo¬ 
ple voting. In 2007, the People's Congress ruled that in 
2017 the chief executive could be chosen by universal 
suffrage - one person, one vote. 

The hitch: the “broadly representative nominating 
committee.” On Aug. 31, the National People's Con¬ 
gress Standing Committee ruled that to appear on the 
ballot, candidates had to get more than half the votes 
of the nominating committee, which would be identi¬ 
cal to the election committee that had picked previ¬ 
ous chief executives. To Hong Kong’s pro-democracy 
activists, this was unacceptable because it guaran¬ 
teed that only candidates approved by Beijing would 
be nominated. One of the pro-democracy group's 
leaders, Benny Tai, a professor at Hong Kong University, 
likens it to the way Iran picks its president. 

For more than a year, an eclectic group of pro-de¬ 
mocracy activists, encompassing university professors, 
Christian evangelicals, students and a set of lawmak¬ 
ers in Hong Kong’s Legislative Council, had warned 
Beijing that if it set rules for the elections that did not 
comply with internationally accepted norms for free 
and fair elections, they would engage in a nonviolent 
protests in the Central district of Hong Kong, the heart 
of Asia’s most important financial center.Q 
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Netanyahu: Hamas, Islamic State Share Creed 


Continued from Front 


He added: “When it comes 
to its ultimate goals, Hamas 
is ISIS, and ISIS is Hamas." 
Netanyahu said ISIS and 
Hamas, as well as other 
Muslim extremist move¬ 
ments, including al-Qaida, 
share the goal of imposing 
militant Islam on the world. 
He likened them to “an¬ 
other fanatic ideology that 
swept into power eight de¬ 
cades ago” — Nazism. 
Turning to another re¬ 
gional enemy, Netanya¬ 
hu warned again about 
the danger of a nuclear¬ 
armed Iran and said Ira¬ 
nian President Hassan Rou- 
hani’s condemnation of 
the spread of terrorism last 
week amounted to “one 
of history’s greatest dis¬ 
plays of doubletalk.” 
Netanyahu accused Iran 
itself of mounting terror¬ 
ist attacks all around the 
world, and lumped the 
country in with Islamic ex¬ 
tremist movements. “To 
say that Iran doesn’t prac¬ 
tice terrorism is like saying 
Derek Jeter never played 
shortstop for the New York 
Yankees,” he said. 

He criticized the efforts of 
six world powers to reach 
a nuclear deal with Iran, 
saying: “To defeat ISIS and 
leave Iran as a threshold 
nuclear power is to win the 
battle and lose the war.” 
He also launched a scath¬ 
ing attack on the U.N. Hu¬ 
man Rights Council, accus¬ 
ing it of continually singling 
out Israel for criticism when 
other parts of the world 
are awash in atrocities. He 
called the Human Rights 
Council’s name “an oxy¬ 
moron" and charged that 
the body has become “a 
terrorist rights council.” 
Netanyahu said the coun¬ 
cil’s treatment of Israel re¬ 
flects “the return of one of 
the world’s oldest preju¬ 
dices.” 

“It’s called anti-Semitism. It 
is now spreading in polite 
society, where it masquer¬ 
ades as legitimate criticism 
of Israel," he said. 

Hanan Ashrawi, a member 
of the Palestine Liberation 
Organization’s executive 
committee, said Netan¬ 
yahu’s speech was “a bla¬ 


tant manipulation of facts” 
aimed at misleading world 
leaders “through a combi¬ 
nation of hate language, 
slander and argument of 


obfuscation." 

In Washington, State De¬ 
partment spokeswoman 
Jen Psaki took issue with 
Netanyahu over the simi¬ 


larities between Hamas 
and Islamic State. She said 
that while the U.S. considers 
both terrorist organizations, 
“we obviously believe that 


(Islamic State) poses a dif¬ 
ferent threat to the United 
States.” 

Saeb Erekat, chief Palestin¬ 
ian negotiator, said Netan¬ 


yahu, in his remarks, “bur¬ 
ied” the possibility of a two- 
state solution to the Arab- 
Israeli conflict based on the 
pre-war borders of 1967. Er- 


(AP Photo/John Minchillo) 

ekat also complained that 
Netanyahu branded those 
who dare to stand up to Is¬ 
rael as anti-Semites. 

In his address, Netanyahu 


questioned how Israel can 
be accused of genocide, 
saying no country has gone 
to greater lengths to avoid 
civilian casualties by warn¬ 
ing Gazans before attacks 
on neighborhoods. 

“In what world is geno¬ 
cide warning the enemy’s 
civilians in advance?” he 
asked. 

To make his point about 
the Palestinians putting 
weapons in civilian areas, 
Netanyahu held up a pho¬ 
to he said was taken by a 
French TV network showing 
two rocket launchers near 
an apartment building 
where three children were 
playing. 

“Israel was using its mis¬ 
siles to protect its children. 
Hamas was using its chil¬ 
dren to protect its missiles,” 
he declared. 

During the 50-day Gaza 
war, which ended Aug. 26, 
Israel launched thousands 
of airstrikes against what 
it said were Hamas-linked 
targets in the densely pop¬ 
ulated coastal territory, 
while Gaza militants fired 
several thousand rockets 
at Israel. □ 
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The Residences are exclusive luxurious 

full ownership condominiums nestled within the lush greens of The 
Links at Divi Aruba golf course, offering you the choice of luxurious: 
Studio, One, Two, Three and Four Bedroom Condominiums. Our 4 
Bedroom Condominium offers 5 full bathrooms, and an occupancy 
capacity for 10 - 12 . 

Whether you’re a first time visitor to the island, or you vacation in Aruba every 
year, we invite you to enjoy one of the most memorable vacation destinations of 
your life. We are the Divi Resorts and Aruba has been our home for over 40 years. 

Divi Resorts has 5 resorts in Aruba, in addition to The Links at Divi Aruba golf course, 
and the Alhambra Casino Shops & Restaurants. For years we’ve offered high quality 
all inclusive and timeshare vacations. Many of our guests have found that one vacation 
to Aruba per year is simply not enough! Our solution: The Residences at Divi Village 
Golf & Beach Resort. 

You can now purchase your own condominium and still enjoy the Resort amenities 
of the Divi collection. 

For more information about The Residences, visit our Sales Office located in 
the Golf Clubhouse at the Divi Village Golf & Beach Resort. For questions or to 
schedule your appointment to view a condominium: 

Call +297 735 5252 or +297 735 5300 
Email: salesfBdiviarubaresidences.com 
Website: www.diviarubaresidences.com 

Make your second home Aruba! 




4 bedroom 
South Wing 

274.2 sq. m./ 
2950.3 sq. ft. 


AMENITIES: 

Shaded parking space with electrical 
outlet 

Complimentary shuttle to beach, 
restaurants, and the Alhambra 
Casino and Mall 
Membership with RCI vacation 
exchange program 
Complimentary use of fitness center 
Complimentary use of beach chairs 


Beach towels service 

24/7 Security 

Garbage collection 

Green keeping 

Condo Liaison on duty 

Discounted green fees 

Complimentary use of driving range 

Preferred tee times 

Divi managed rental program 



Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu addresses the 69th session of the United Nations 
General Assembly at U.N. headquarters, Monday, Sept. 29, 2014. 
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Police report lead from missing UVA student case 


LARRY O’DELL 
Associated Press Writer 
RICHMOND, Virginia (AP) 

— The investigation into 
the case of a missing stu¬ 
dent has provided a “sig¬ 
nificant break" in the un¬ 
solved 2009 death of an¬ 
other young woman who 
disappeared from the Uni¬ 
versity of Virginia campus, 
state police said Monday. 
The announcement of the 
new lead in Morgan Har¬ 
rington’s case came as au¬ 
thorities continue to search 
for British-born Hannah 
Graham, 18, who disap¬ 
peared Sept. 13. 

“For the past five years, the 
Virginia State Police has 
been aggressively pursu¬ 
ing the investigation into 
the disappearance and 
death of 20-year-old Mor¬ 
gan D. Harrington,” state 



Jesse Leroy Matthew Jr. is escorted into a courtroom for an appearance before 405th District Court 
Judge Michelle Slaughter. Matthew is being held without bond at the Charlottesville-Albemarle 
Regional Jail. 

(AP Photo/David J. Phillip) 


Violent assault ruled out in death of US family 


SPRINGVILLE, Utah (AP) — 

A preliminary autopsy has 
ruled out a violent assault 
as the cause of death of 
five Utah family members, 
including three children, 
found in the parents' bed¬ 
room over the weekend, 
authorities said. 

The examination found 
no evidence of gunshot 
wounds, stabbing or other 
visible injuries, investigators 
said Sunday. 

The causes of death will not 
be known until an analysis 
of blood samples is con¬ 
cluded, police Lt. Dave 


Caron said. The medical 
examiner's office provided 
no time frame for the re¬ 
lease of those results. 

Asked if foul play has been 
ruled out, Caron said, “I 
don’t rule out anything ... 
We haven't ruled out any¬ 
thing except there was no 
violent trauma. We're go¬ 
ing to look at everything.” 
He added, however, that 
he had been inside the 
house and seen no signs of 
a struggle. 

The bodies were found Sat¬ 
urday night in Springville, 
about 45 miles south of Salt 


Lake City. They were identi¬ 
fied as Benjamin Strack, 37; 
his wife, Kristi, 36; and three 
of their children, Benson, 
14, Emery, 12, and Zion, 11. 
A test of air in the house 
by firefighters did not find 
any carbon monoxide, 
but investigators have not 
ruled that out as a pos¬ 
sible cause of death. The 
front door of the house was 
open and the back door 
was cracked open before 
firefighters arrived, Caron 
said, and gas could have 
dissipated before the test. 
The bodies were found by 


an older son, who went to 
the duplex after he did not 
hear from the family as ex¬ 
pected. His name was not 
released. Caron said some¬ 
one either saw or talked to 
the family earlier in the day, 
but he was unsure about 
the last person to make 
contact with them. 
Benjamin Strack worked 
off-and-on for years at the 
bricklaying company AK 
Masonry, owner Alex Short 
said. 

“We hadn’t seen him for 
the last two weeks," said 
Short .□ 


police said in a written 
statement. “Last week, the 
arrest of Jesse L. Matthew 
Jr., 32, of Charlottesville, 
Virginia, provided a signifi¬ 
cant break in this case with 
a new forensic link for state 
police investigators to pur¬ 
sue." 

The statement provided no 
specifics about the forensic 
evidence and said state 
police would have no fur¬ 
ther comment. Charlottes¬ 
ville police had searched 
Matthew’s car and apart¬ 
ment, taking several items 
of clothing from the home. 
Matthew’s attorney, 

James Cambios, did not 
immediately respond to a 
telephone message. 
Harrington, a student at 
Virginia Tech, disappeared 
after leaving the Univer¬ 
sity of Virginia’s John Paul 
Jones Arena during a Me- 
tallica concert on Oct. 17, 
2009. Her remains were 
found in January 2010 in 
a hayfield in Albemarle 
County. 

Police have said they 
searched that location 
for Graham, who was re¬ 
ported missing a day af¬ 
ter she was captured by 
surveillance videos as she 
walked unaccompanied in 
Charlottesville's Downtown 
Mall. Police have identified 
Matthew, a hospital work¬ 
er, as the last person to be 
seen with Graham early on 
the morning of Sept. 13. 
Matthew was returned 
from Texas late Friday after 
he was found on a beach 
near Galveston, Texas. □ 
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Teens who crossed 


KIMBERLY HEFLING 
AP Education Writer 
FRANKFORD, Delaware (AP) 

— American schools are 
scrambling to provide ser¬ 
vices to the large number of 
children and teenagers who 
crossed the border alone in 
recent months. 
Unaccompanied minors 
who made up the summer 
spike at the border have 
moved to communities of all 
sizes, in nearly every state, 
federal data indicates, to 
live with a relative and await 
immigration decisions. The 
Supreme Court has ruled 
that schools have an obli¬ 
gation to educate all stu¬ 
dents regardless of their im¬ 
migration status, so schools 
have become a safe ha¬ 
ven for many of the tens of 
thousands of these young 
people mostly from central 
America living in limbo. 
Delaware’s rural Sussex 
County has long attracted 
immigrants, partly because 
of work in chicken facto¬ 
ries, and soybean and corn 
fields. The district’s popula¬ 
tion is more than one-quar¬ 
ter Hispanic, and for years 
has offered an early learn¬ 
ing program for non-English 
speakers. 

Still, officials were caught 
off guard by about 70 new 
students mostly from Gua¬ 
temala — part of the wave 
crossing the border — en¬ 
rolling last year, mostly at 
Sussex Central High School. 
The Indian River School Dis¬ 
trict over the summer break 
quickly put together special 
classes for those needing ex¬ 
tra English help. 

On a recent school day, 
a group of these mostly 
Spanish-speaking teenage 
boys with styled spiky hair 
and high-top sneakers en¬ 
thusiastically pecked away 
on hand-held tablets at 
the G.W. Carver Education 
Center, pausing to alert the 
teacher when stumped. 

“If you don’t know what 
you’re supposed to write 
on the line, look at my ex¬ 


amples, OK?” Lori Ott, their 
English language teacher, 
told one. 

The students are eager but 
face barriers. Some can 
barely read or write in their 
native language. 

The district’s goal is to get 
them assimilated — and 
eventually into a regular 
high school. There, they can 
earn a diploma, even if that 
means participating in adult 
education programs and 
going to school until they 
are 21. 

“They just crave it, and they 
will come and ask ques¬ 
tions,” Ott said. “How do 
you say this? And, how do 
you say that? They just par¬ 
ticipate and you can’t say 
enough about them.” 
Donald Hattier, a school 
board member, said ad¬ 
vance warning would have 
helped with planning. The 
federal government, he 
said, “just dropped this 
on us.” He wonders what’s 
next. 

“The kids are still coming 
across the border. This prob¬ 
lem has not been solved,” 
Hattier said. 

Educators in Delaware and 
elsewhere say many of these 
students, who fled poverty 
and violence, have year¬ 
long gaps in schooling. For 
teenagers, learning in Eng¬ 
lish can prove more difficult 
than for younger students. 
They also may be living with 
relatives or others they didn’t 
know, and the workings of 
an American school can be 
confusing. 

Others experienced trauma, 
either in their home country 
or while crossing the bor¬ 
der, and may need mental 
health help. 

“It’s a new culture and they 
already feel that they are 
alone. ... Some of them 
don’t have their parents 
here,” said English language 
instructor Alina Miron at 
Broadmoor High School in 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana. The 
school has about a dozen of 
these students enrolled. □ 
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US border alone enter schools 



Teacher Lori Ott, of Millsboro, Del., sits in her classroom at the G.W. Career Educational Center 
in Frankford, Del., where she teaches the Accelerating Preliterate English Language Learners 
(A.P.E.L.L) class. U.S. schools are now dealing with the fallout from the dramatic spike in the 
number of children and teenagers who crossed into the United States unaccompanied by 
family; the Supreme Court has ruled that they have an obligation to educate all students 
regardless of their immigration status. (AP Photo/Emily Varisco) 
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The odds are in your favor on Wednesday. 
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Survey: ATM fees keep climbing 


ALEX VEIGA 

AP Business Writer 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — The 

penalty for using an ATM 
that is not affiliated with 
your bank rose 5 percent 
over the past year. 

The average fee for us¬ 
ing an out-of-network 
ATM climbed to a new 
high of $4.35 per transac¬ 
tion, according to a sur¬ 
vey released Monday by 
Bankrate.com. That figure 
includes $2.77 that banks 
charge non-customers 
and $1.58 that banks levy 
against their own custom¬ 
ers for using an outside 
ATM. 

Overdraft fees also surged, 
rising on average over the 
past 12 months to $32.74. 
That’s the 16th consecu¬ 
tive record high, the firm 
said. 

Checking account fees 
have been increasing as 
lenders adjust to federal 
banking laws and regula¬ 
tions enacted after the 
2008 financial crisis. Among 
the changes: limits on 
when banks can charge 
overdraft fees on ATM and 
debit card transactions 
and a reduction in the fees 
that banks charge mer¬ 
chants for each customer 


who uses credit or debit 
cards for their purchases. 
Lenders have responded 
by hiking overdraft and 
ATM fees, as well as in¬ 
creasing how much money 
customers must maintain in 
the bank to avoid check¬ 
ing account fees. 

“I expect fees to con¬ 
tinue increasing in years 
to come, but at a mod¬ 
est pace consistent with 
what we saw this year, just 
as was the case prior to 
the onset of these regula¬ 
tions,” said Greg McBride, 
chief financial analyst at 
Bankrate.com. 

Using another bank's ATM 
will usually lead to two 
fees. One is charged by 
your lender; the other is 
charged by the owner of 
the ATM. That's the fee 
that's risen most consis¬ 
tently and at a faster rate, 
McBride said. 

All told, the average fee 
for using an out-of-net- 
work ATM has vaulted 23 
percent over the past five 
years. It has notched a 
new high for eight years 
in a row, according to 
Bankrate. 

The firm surveyed the 10 
largest banks and thrifts in 
25 large U.S. markets. 


The average ATM fees 
vary across the markets in 
Bankrate’s survey. Phoenix 
had the highest average 
fee for users of ATMs out¬ 
side their bank’s network 
at $4.96 per transaction. 
Cincinnati had the lowest 
average at $3.75. 
Philadelphia had the high¬ 
est average overdraft fee 
at $35.80. San Francisco 
had the lowest at $26.74. 
The largest U.S. banks all 
offered free checking with 
no strings attached until 
2009, when the share of 
all noninterest checking 
accounts that were free 
peaked at 76 percent, ac¬ 
cording to Bankrate. It’s 
now at 38 percent; that's 
unchanged from last year 
and only slightly lower than 
39 percent in 2012. 

Even so, consumers look¬ 
ing for checking accounts 
without monthly fees have 
plenty of options. Many 
credit unions, smaller com¬ 
munity banks and on¬ 
line banks offer no-sfrings 
checking accounts. 

Many banks that do 
charge a monthly fee will 
often waive it if the ac- 
countholder has their pay- 
check deposited directly 
into the account. □ 
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A sale pending sign is posted in front of a home for sale in 
Quincy, Mass. The National Association of Realtors released 
its August report on pending home sales, which are seen as a 
barometer of future purchases, on Monday, Sept. 29, 2014. 

(AP Photo/Michael Dwyer) 


AP: Contracts to buy U.S. 
homes slowed in August 


JOSH BOAK 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Fewer Americans signed 
contracts to buy homes 
in August, suggesting that 
real estate sales will remain 
sluggish over the next few 
months. 

The National Association 
of Realtors said Monday 
that its seasonally adjusted 
pending home sales index 
fell 1 percent over the past 
month to 104.7. Higher pric¬ 
es and weak wage growth 
has limited buying, as the 
index is 2.2 percent below 
its level from a year ago. 
The five-year recovery from 
the Great Recession has 
been uneven, such that 
historically low mortgage 
rates have failed fo propel 
buying back to usual lev¬ 
els. Price increases going 
back to 2013 have led to 
fewer homebuyers, while 
many families have lacked 
the income to save for 
down payments. Investors 
making all-cash offers on 
homes have also begun to 
retreat, reducing the total 
number of sales. 

Pending sales are a ba¬ 
rometer of future purchas¬ 
es. A one- to two-month 
lag usually exists between 
a contract and a com¬ 
pleted sale. The Realtors 
project that 4.94 million ex¬ 
isting homes will be sold this 
year, down 3 percent from 
5.09 million in 2013. Analysts 
generally associate sales 
of roughly 5.5 million exist¬ 
ing homes with a healthy 
market. August contracts 
fell in all four geographi¬ 
cal regions — Norfheasf, 
Midwest, South and West 


— compared to the prior 
month. The index had reg¬ 
istered overall gains in four 
of the previous five months. 
Combined with home¬ 
builders catering to higher- 
income buyers instead of 
the mass market, the con¬ 
tracts index points to trivial 
improvements in home 
sales in September. 

“We hope this lost ground 
will be recovered gradual¬ 
ly, but with investors disap¬ 
pearing from the market 
and homebuilders gaining 
market share from private 
sellers, it will take time," 
said Ian Shepherdson, 
chief economist at Pan¬ 
theon Macroeconomics. 
The housing rebound start¬ 
ed to struggle in the middle 
of 2013. Mortgage rates 
started to rise from historic 
lows, even though they 
remain below their historic 
averages. Fierce winter 
storms delayed construc¬ 
tion and slowed foot traffic 
at open houses at the be¬ 
ginning of 2014. Sales, how¬ 
ever, never quite showed 
much strength during the 
summer buying season be¬ 
cause wage growth has 
been so modest coming 
out of the downturn. 
Purchases of existing 
homes fell 1.8 percent to a 
seasonally adjusted annu¬ 
al rate of 5.05 million in Au¬ 
gust, the Realtors said last 
week. Sales fell from a July 
rafe of 5.14 million, a figure 
that was revised slightly 
downward. New-home 
sales did show greater 
strength in August, but they 
continue to be below the 
1990s pace of more than 
700,000 sales a year.Q 
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America’s consumer spending up 0.5 percent in August 


M. CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Americans boosted spend¬ 
ing by a healthy amount in 
August, offering welcome 
evidence that the econo¬ 
my is on solid footing head¬ 
ing into the final quarter of 
the year. 

Consumer spending in Au¬ 
gust rose 0.5 percent from 
the previous month after 
showing no gain in July, the 
Commerce Department 
reported Monday. It was 
the best result since spend¬ 
ing also expanded 0.5 per¬ 
cent in June. 

Helped by higher wages 
and salaries, income rose 
a modest 0.3 percent in 
August, slightly faster than 
a 0.2 percent July increase. 
The acceleration in spend¬ 
ing added to signs that 
the economy is sustaining 
strength in the current July- 
September quarter. Con¬ 
sumer spending accounts 
for about 70 percent of 
economic activity, and the 
lackluster showing in July 
had raised concerns about 
whether the economy 
would retain the momen¬ 
tum it built in the spring af¬ 
ter a harsh winter. 

Analysts noted that the 
spending growth was the 


strongest in six months after 
the effects of inflation were 
removed. 

“The August rebound on 


Jr., director of consumer 
economics at HIS Global 
Insight. “Consumers are 
holding up and this holiday 


help boost incomes. 

“With incomes starting to 
rise a little faster, the out¬ 
look for consumer spend¬ 



Frances Gurley shops at a Family Dollar store in Wilmington, N.C. The Commerce Department 
released its August report on consumer spending, which accounts for 70 percent of economic 
activity, on Monday, Sept. 29, 2014. 

(AP Photo/The Star-News, Matt Born) 


the spending front was 
broad based and driven 
by better than expected 
back-to-school spending 
and surging auto sales,” 
said Chris G. Christopher 


retail sales season is looking 
significantly brighter com¬ 
pared to last year.” 
Economists also said the 
stretch of solid gains in em¬ 
ployment this year should 


Macy’s holiday hiring up 3.6 pet 


A. D'INNOCENZIO 
AP Retail Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Macy’s 
plans to hire about 86,000 
seasonal holiday workers 
nationwide to bolster its 
stores, call centers and dis¬ 
tribution hubs. That number 
represents a 3.6 percent in¬ 
crease from a year ago. 
The department store 
chain, which also oper¬ 
ates Bloomingdale's, said 
Monday that the growth is 
being fueled by its expand¬ 
ing online business. This 
year, about 10,000 of the 
total 86,000 seasonal work¬ 
ers will be based in eight 
distribution center across 
the country. Last year, that 
figure was 7,000, fhe com¬ 
pany said. 

A sfore’s hiring plans can 
indicate its expectations 
for the holiday shopping 


season, which accounts 
for 20 percent of the retail 
industry's annual sales, ac¬ 
cording to the National Re¬ 
tail Federation. 

The hiring plans by retail¬ 
ers so far this year suggests 
rising optimism about the 
holiday season. 

A string of retailers as well 
as the shipping companies 
UPS and FedEx have said 
they plan to boost holiday 
hiring this year. 

UPS was caught off guard 
last year by spiking online 
orders, particularly from 
Amazon.com. 

After announcing plans to 
hire 55,000 seasonal work¬ 
ers, UPS hired 30,000 more. 
The company this year said 
it would be hiring 95,000 
people to handle the load. 
FedEx plans to hire more 
than 50,000 seasonal work¬ 


ers, or 10,000 more than 
last year. Wal-Mart Stores 
Inc., the nation's largest 
private employer, plans to 
hire 60,000 temporary work¬ 
ers, nearly a 10 percent in¬ 
crease over last year. 

Kohl’s plans to hire more 
than 67,000 seasonal work¬ 
ers, a 15 percent increase 
over last year. It expects to 
hire an average of 50 asso¬ 
ciates per store, up 25 per¬ 
cent from a year ago. 

Still, some merchants say 
they'll keep their holiday 
hiring steady with last year's 
level. 

Target Corp. said it will hire 
70,000 seasonal workers, 
even with 2013. 

Shares of Macy’s Inc., 
based in Cincinnati, are 
down slightly in premarket 
trading, part of a broader 
sell-off in U.S. markets. 


ing on everything, includ¬ 
ing housing, is brighten¬ 


ing,” said Joel Naroff, chief 
economist at Naroff Eco¬ 
nomic Adivsors. 

The saving rate fell slightly 
to 5.4 percent of after-tax 
income in August. That 
was down from a saving 
rate of 5.6 percent in July, 
which had been the high¬ 
est monthly rate since De¬ 
cember 2012. 

Inflation was well con¬ 
tained during the month, 
with an inflation measure 
tracked closely by the Fed¬ 
eral Reserve showing no 
change after a 0.1 percent 
July increase. Over the past 
12 months, this measure of 
inflation is up just 1.5 per¬ 
cent, well below the Fed’s 
2 percent target. 

About half of the spend¬ 
ing growth came from a 
big jump in car sales in Au¬ 
gust. That helped push du¬ 
rable goods purchases up 
1.8 percent in August after 
no change in July. Sales of 
nondurable goods fell 0.3 
percent, a decline that 
likely reflected falling gas 
prices. Spending on ser¬ 
vices including utilities and 
rent rose 0.5 percent in Au¬ 
gust. 
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Supreme Court same-sex ruling likely in June 


ADAM LIPTAK 
© 2014 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - There are 
lots of open questions 
about the road the Su¬ 
preme Court justices will 
take to a final decision 
about whether the Consti¬ 
tution guarantees a right 
to same-sex marriage. But 
one thing seems clear: The 
answer will arrive in June. 
The endgame started 
Monday morning. At their 
first private conference of 
the term, the justices were 
scheduled to consider, 
among many other things, 
seven petitions urging them 
to hear appeals from deci¬ 
sions striking down bans on 
same-sex marriage. 

In an unusual move, the 
same-sex couples on the 
winning side of those cases 
joined their adversaries in 
asking the Supreme Court 
to settle the question, na¬ 
tionally and once and for 
all. 

The justices face com¬ 
plicated choices about 
which case to accept, 
and when. They could an¬ 
nounce their choices as 
soon as this week and hear 
arguments as soon as Jan¬ 
uary. 

Or they could sort and sift 
and wait for other courts to 
rule. The last time the court 
heard cases on same-sex 
marriage, in 2013, they 
were argued in March. The 
last argument session of 
the term is in April. 

The justices could hear a 
single case or all of them. 
They could schedule one 
hour of arguments or sev¬ 
eral. They could ask for 
separate arguments on 
various legal theories. 

So many variables, but 
one bottom line: “I think 
the court is going to give a 
definitive answer this term,” 


said Irving L. Gornstein, 
the executive director of 
Georgetown's Supreme 
Court Institute. 

The justices are not start¬ 
ing from scratch. They im¬ 
mersed themselves in the 
legal issues surrounding 
same-sex marriage last 
year, although they ended 
up ducking the question of 
what the Constitution had 
to say about it. Why, then. 


will it most likely take the 
whole term to render a de¬ 
cision this time? 

The justices often say that 
decisions are issued as soon 
as the opinions are ready, 
and former Supreme Court 
law clerks confirm this. 

“I can't think of an in¬ 
stance, certainly during 
my term, that the court 
sat on an opinion when it 
was done," said Geoffrey 
R. Stone, a law professor at 
the University of Chicago 
who served as a clerk to 


Justice William J. Brennan 
Jr. “It's inconceivable.” 

Yet the biggest cases seem 
to land at the end of June, 
just before the court’s sum¬ 
mer break. In 2013, for in¬ 
stance, the three final days 
of the term felt like the ju¬ 
dicial equivalent of sweeps 
week on network televi¬ 
sion. Monday: affirmative 
action. Tuesday: voting 
rights. Wednesday: gay 


rights. The answer may be 
as simple as human nature. 
“The court uses as much 
time as they have to de¬ 
cide the really important 
cases,” said Deanne E. 
Maynard, a lawyer with 
Morrison & Foerster who 
served as a law clerk to jus¬ 
tices Lewis F. Powell Jr. and 
Stephen G. Breyer. 

The end-of-term crunch for 
big cases is the subject of a 
new study to be published 
in The Duke Law Journal. 
Although the study consid¬ 


ered 7,219 cases from 1946 
to 2013, it turned out to be 
surprisingly hard to show 
with data what everyone 
knows from experience. 
The question is not, after 
all, whether any particular 
case is more likely to be 
decided late in the term 
- more than 30 percent of 
the court's decisions are 
issued in June and more 
than half of those in the last 


week of the month. 

The question, rather, is 
whether big cases are dis¬ 
proportionately likely to 
come late. That requires, 
for starters, an objective 
definition of significance. 
The study used several 
measures, including cover¬ 
age on the front page of 
this newspaper, the num¬ 
ber of friend-of-the-court 
briefs filed and how often 
the decision was cited 
in later Supreme Court 
opinions. □ 


Court-ordered 
anti-smoking ads 
see challenges 

M. FELBERBAUM 
AP Tobacco Writer 
RICHMOND, Va. (AP) — 

The nation’s largest to¬ 
bacco companies are 
challenging court-or¬ 
dered advertisements re¬ 
quiring the cigarette mak¬ 
ers to say they lied about 
the dangers of smoking. 
The so-called correc¬ 
tive statements are part 
of a case the govern¬ 
ment brought in 1999 
under the Racketeer In¬ 
fluenced and Corrupt 
Organizations Act. U.S. 
District Judge Gladys Kes¬ 
sler ruled in 2006 that the 
nation’s largest cigarette 
makers concealed the 
dangers of smoking for 
decades and has since 
ordered them to pay for 
the statements in various 
advertisements in news¬ 
papers, as well as on TV, 
websites and cigarette 
pack inserts. 

The companies involved 
in the case include Rich¬ 
mond, Virginia-based Al- 
tria Group Inc., owner of 
the biggest U.S. tobacco 
company, Philip Morris 
USA; No. 2 cigarette mak¬ 
er, R.J. Reynolds Tobacco 
Co., owned by Winston- 
Salem, North Carolina- 
based Reynolds Ameri¬ 
can Inc.; and No. 3 ciga¬ 
rette maker Lorillard Inc., 
based in Greensboro, 
North Carolina. 

In a brief filed Monday in 
the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the D.C. Circuit, the 
companies argue that 
the corrective statements 
would require them to 
“shame and humiliate 
themselves by confessing 
to past misconduct and 
by branding themselves 
as liars."□ 



The U.S. Supreme Court Building in Washington. There are lots of open questions about the 
road the Supreme Court justices will take to a final decision about whether the Constitution 
guarantees a right to same-sex marriage, but one thing seems clear: the answer will arrive next 
June, because the biggest cases always seem to land just before the court’s summer break. 

(Stephen Crowley/The New York Times) 
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Ahmadzai sworn in as Afghan President 


ROD NORDLAND 
© 2014 New York Times 
KABUL, Afghanistan 
Ashraf Ghani Ahmadzai, 
the former World Bank 
technocrat and prominent 
intellectual, on Monday 
became the first modern 
leader of Afghanistan to 
take office in a peaceful 
transfer of power. 

His inaugurafion as presi¬ 
dent came under a dark 
cloud, however, dogged 
by fraud allegations that 
were so serious he was 
forced to accept a pow¬ 
er-sharing arrangement 
with his opponent, the of¬ 
ficial runner-up, Abdullah 
Abdullah. Even fhaf deal 
nearly collapsed af the last 
minute, as Abdullah threat¬ 
ened to pull out of the in¬ 
auguration ceremony over 
a series of disputes, includ¬ 
ing an unseemly fight over 
office space in fhe presi¬ 
dential palace. 

In what has been a char¬ 
acteristic of the six-month 
wrangle over the Afghan 
presidenfial elections, rep¬ 
resentatives of both camps 
met late into the night to 
iron out their differences so 
that they could present a 
united front to the country 
at an inauguration attend¬ 
ed mostly by low-level dele¬ 
gations from Afghanistan’s 
international supporters, 
including the United States, 
which sent two of President 
Barack Obama’s advisers 
along with U.S. Ambas¬ 
sador James B. Cunning¬ 
ham and the U.S. military 
commander, Gen. John 
F. Campbell. Pakistan was 
apparently the only coun¬ 
try to send a head of state, 
President Mamnoon Hus¬ 
sain, despite the deeply 
strained relations between 
the two neighbors. 

In the end, Abdullah at¬ 
tended the inauguration. 
As soon as Ahmadzai took 
the oath of office, he is¬ 
sued a decree appoint¬ 
ing Abdullah the chief ex¬ 
ecutive of his government. 
Both men must soon be¬ 
gin the difficult process of 
agreeing on Cabinet min¬ 
isters and other positions 
on the basis of “parity,” ac¬ 
cording to a U.S.-brokered 
agreement they signed on 
forming the national unity 
government. 


There were hopeful notes 
as well. Ahmadzai spoke 
at length in his inaugural 
address about the need 
to fight corruption and to 
bring more women and 
young people into the 
government. He struck an 
immediate contrast with his 
predecessor, Hamid Kar- 
zai, by saying that his wife, 
Rula, a Lebanese, would 
take part in public life. 

“My wife has worked a lot 
for refugees and will con¬ 
tinue working for them,” he 
said. Rula Ahmadzai was 
in the audience as well, 
whereas Karzai’s wife was 
almost never seen in pub¬ 
lic. 

Despite a reputation for 
intellectual arrogance, 
Ashraf Ghani Ahmadzai 
struck a humble note. 
“I'm your leader, but I'm 
not better than you, so if 
I make any mistake you 
should hold me account¬ 
able for it,” he said. He also 
told the country’s judicial 
authorities not to hesitate 
to prosecute his own rela¬ 
tives if the need ever arises. 
Ahmadzai won a June 
14 runoff election against 
Abdullah, with 55 percent 
of the vote to Abdullah’s 45 
percent, but Abdullah and 
his supporters cried foul. He 
had won the original April 
6 election with 45 percent 
of the vote to Ahmadzai’s 
31 percent in a crowded 
field of contenders, and 
accused his opponent of 
fraud. 

Despite the concerns 
around election wrangle, 
the transfer of power was 
unique in Afghanistan's 
modern history, and Karzai 
said he was fulfilling his oft- 
stated ambition of handing 
power to a successor dem¬ 
ocratically and peacefully. 
“I'm very grateful to Allah 
to give me the power to 
hand over the power to 
the new president today," 
Karzai said at the inaugura¬ 
tion ceremony. 

While there was no doubt 
the transfer of power was 
peaceful - aside from a 
bomb blast outside the 
Kabul International Airport 
that reportedly killed four 
people - fhe democratic 
nature of the election is 
likely to be debated for 
years to come.Q 



Ashraf Ghani Ahmadzai arrives for his inauguration at the presidential palace in Kabul, Afghanistan, 
Sept. 29, 2014. Ahmadzai, former World Bank technocrat, became Afghanistan's new president 
Monday, but not without a power-sharing agreement with the runner-up, Abdullah Abdullah, after 
election fraud allegations. 

(Omar Sobhani/Pool via The New York Times) 
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A Young Pro-Russian rebel stands in front of shooting targets after training in the town of Donetsk, 
eastern Ukraine, Monday, Sept. 29, 2014. Eastern Ukraine has suffered the worst violence in more 
than a week as fighting between pro-Russian rebels and government troops in the region killed at 
least 12 people and wounded over 30, officials said Monday. 

(AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic) 

12 killed in east Ukraine shelling 


LAURA MILLS 
Associated Press 
KIEV, Ukraine (AP) — East¬ 
ern Ukraine has suffered 
the worst violence in more 
than a week as fighting be¬ 
tween pro-Russian rebels 
and government troops in 
the region killed at least 12 
people and wounded 32, 
officials said Monday. 

Col. Andriy Lysenko told 
journalists in a briefing in 
Kiev on Monday that at 
least nine troops had been 
killed in a day and 27 had 
been wounded. 
Meanwhile, the city council 
of Donetsk said in a state¬ 
ment published online that 
at least three civilians were 
killed and five wounded in 
overnight shelling of a resi¬ 
dential area in the north¬ 
ern part of the city, where 
fighting has centered on 
the government-held air¬ 
port. Throughout the day in 
Donetsk, regular explosions 
could be heard coming 
from the north of the city. 
Violence has continued 


despite a cease-fire de¬ 
clared on Sept. 5. Ukrainian 
President Petro Poroshenko 
has been at pains to insist 
to a skeptical audience at 
home that his peace plan 
is working and said last 
week that he believed “the 
most dangerous part of the 
war” is over. 

Since fighting began in 
April, the conflict has 
claimed at least 3,500 lives. 
On Sept. 20, representa¬ 
tives of Russia, Ukraine, and 
the rebels signed another 
agreement that would re¬ 
quire both sides to remove 
all heavy artillery from the 
frontline, creating a buffer 
zone that would allow the 
cease-fire to be better en¬ 
forced. 

German Chancellor Ange¬ 
la Merkel in Berlin said that 
the situation in east Ukraine 
was “anything but satisfac¬ 
tory." 

“The elementary question 
of the cease-fire is not yet 
cleared up, still less the fu¬ 
ture status and coopera¬ 


tion between the Luhansk 
and Donetsk regions and 
the Ukrainian central gov¬ 
ernment,” Merkel said. 
“There is no protection of 
the border along the entire 
Luhansk and Donetsk re¬ 
gion— no control, no buffer 
zones, and all of that is the 
minimum condition for us to 
be able to consider revok¬ 
ing sanctions. Unfortunate¬ 
ly, we are a very long way 
away from that.” 

The EU imposed several 
rounds of sanctions on Rus¬ 
sian companies and indi¬ 
viduals for their role in the 
east Ukraine conflict. 

Kiev and the West have 
repeatedly asserted that 
Moscow has fueled the 
separatist insurgency by 
providing it with arms and 
personnel, something Rus¬ 
sia denies. 

On Sunday, in the sec¬ 
ond-largest Ukrainian city, 
Kharkiv, nationalists tore 
down an enormous statue 
of Vladimir Lenin to cheers 
from the crowd. a 


US-led coalition airstrikes 
pound 4 Syrian provinces 

RYAN LUCAS 
Associated Press 

BEIRUT (AP) — U.S.-led coalition air raids targeted 
towns and villages in northern and eastern Syria con¬ 
trolled by the Islamic State group, including one strike 
that hit a grain silo and reportedly killed civilians, ac¬ 
tivists said Monday. 

Washington and its Arab allies opened their air assault 
against the extremist group last week, going after its 
military facilities, training camps, heavy weapons and 
oil installations. The campaign expands upon the air- 
strikes the United States has been conducting against 
the militants in Iraq since early August. 

The Britain-based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights 
said coalition forces hit Islamic State group facilities 
overnight in Aleppo, Raqqa, Hassakeh and Deir el- 
Zour provinces. It said there were casualties, including 
civilians, but did not have exact figures. 

One of the strikes hit a grain silo in the extremist-held 
town of Manbij in Aleppo province, setting it ablaze, 
the Observatory and the Aleppo Media Center ac¬ 
tivist group said. Another activist collective, the Local 
Coordination Committees, also reported what it said 
were coalition air raids on Manbij. 

Observatory director Rami Abdurrahman said the 
strike on the grain silo killed civilians, but he didn’t 
have an exact number. 

“They killed only civilians there, workers at the site. 
There was no ISIS inside,” he said, using an alternative 
name for the Islamic State group. The airstrikes “de¬ 
stroyed the food that was stored there." 

There was no immediate comment or confirmation of 
the strikes from the U.S. or its allies. 

In Deir el-Zour province, a strike overnight attributed 
to the coalition hit the entrance to the Conoco gas 
plant, Syria’s largest, according to the Observatory. It 
said the facility itself was not damaged. 

More raids Monday morning struck the town of Tel 
Abyad on the Syria-Turkey border, according to a resi¬ 
dent on the Turkish side on the frontier. 

Mehmet Ozer told The Associated Press by telephone 
that the raids hit an abandoned military base and an 
empty school, sending pillars of smoke and dust into 
the air. He said Islamic State fighters cleared out of the 
military base about three or four months ago. 

“They (the coalition) must not have fresh intelligence,” 
Ozer said. 

Two shells from the fighting on the Syrian side of the 
border landed on Turkish soil in the town of Suruc, 
an AP journalist on the frontier said. Turkey's military 
moved tanks away from fhe army post in the area, 
positioning them instead on a hill overlooking the bor¬ 
der. 

The Islamic State group has seized control of a huge 
chunk of Syria and neighboring Iraq, and has de¬ 
clared the establishment of a self-styled caliphate 
ruled by its strict interpretation of Shariah law.Q 
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Includes continental breakfast, lunch, open bar, mimosas, 3rd lung & snorkeling equipments. 
Our fleet are custom build Catamarans, with shaded area, sunbathing nets, spacious deck for 
dancing, 2 restrooms on board, easy embarking from our Pelican Pier. 

Our professional crew members provide instructions for new snorkelers. 


Stops: Catalina Bay, Antilla Ship Wreck & Malmok Bay ( 

Visit us at Casa del Mar, Playa Linda, Holiday Inn Concierge/lobby desk/ beach huts or at our own Pelican Pier, 
located between the Holiday Inn & Playa Linda Resort. D 

For reservations call 587-2302 (Mon-Sun) Or book online at: www.pelican-aruba.com 
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UK Conservatives rally troops after sexting sting 



Britain's Chancellor of the Exchequer, George Osborne, makes his keynote address to the annual 
Conservative Party conference at the International Convention Centre in Birmingham, England, 
Monday Sept. 29, 2014. Osborne said working age benefits will have to be frozen for two years, in 
a fresh assault on welfare spending. Osborne told the Conservative Party conference that it was 
unfair that increases in state help outstripped pay rises since the start of the recession. 

(AP Photo/P A, Stefan Rousseau) 


JILL LAWLESS 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Britain’s 
governing Conservatives 
were struggling to focus at¬ 
tention on their economic 
policies Monday after a 
government minister sent 
an explicit photo to a tab¬ 
loid journalist posing on 

As trial ends ; 


Twitter as a young party 
supporter. 

Brooks Newmark resigned 
as minister for civil soci¬ 
ety after learning that the 
recipient of a suggestive 
snapshot of himself wear¬ 
ing paisley pajamas was a 
male reporter for the Sun¬ 
day Mirror tabloid, rather 


than a young woman 
named Sophie. 

Newmark, who is married 
with five children, accept¬ 
ed responsibility for his mis¬ 
fortune, telling television 
network ITV: “I have been 
a complete fool. I have no 
one to blame but myself.” 
But some colleagues ac- 


Prosecutors slam Karadzic as liar 


TOBY STERLING 
Associated Press 
THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — Prosecutors called 
former Bosnian Serb po¬ 
litical leader Radovan 
Karadzic a liar in closing 
remarks at his genocide 
trial on Monday, saying he 
lacks any credibility in de¬ 
nying responsibility for the 
atrocities committed on a 
massive scale while he was 
in charge. 

Prosecutor Alan Tieger said 
Karadzic, 69, should be 
convicted and imprisoned 
for life, the heaviest punish¬ 
ment possible at the U.N. 
Yugoslav Tribunal. 

Karadzic was president of 
the breakaway Bosnian 
Serb Republic during the 


1992-1995 Bosnian War that 
left 100,000 dead. 

His responsibilities includ¬ 
ed ultimate oversight of 
the army commanded by 
Gen. Ratko Mladic, who is 
also on trial for genocide in 
The Hague. 

Karadzic says he is inno¬ 
cent of any wrongdoing 
and was unaware of the 
slaughter of more than 
7,000 Muslim men and boys 
by Bosnian Serb forces at 
Srebrenica, 

Bosnia, in 1995 — the worst 
massacre in Europe since 
World War II. 

Leading his own defense, 
he is expected to deliver his 
closing remarks Wednes¬ 
day. 

Tieger said Karadzic pub¬ 


licly “bragged at the time 
about the painstaking steps 
he was taking” to violently 
remove non-Serbs from 
parts of Bosnia to create an 
“ethnically pure” Serb mini¬ 
state. Karadzic now denies 
that, Tieger said, promoting 
a “revisionist history” and 
“blaming those who did his 
dirty work.” 

Karadzic is charged with 
11 crimes in all, including 
genocide for Srebrenica 
and for the ethnic cleans¬ 
ing of many towns at the 
start of the war in 1992. 

He also is charged with 
murder and persecution 
for the shelling and sniper 
campaign that terrorized 
the citizens of Sarajevo dur¬ 
ing a lengthy siegeO 


cused the newspaper of 
entrapment. 

Several other Conservative 
lawmakers said they also 
had been approached on 
Twitter by someone pur¬ 
porting to be a 20-some- 
thing party PR worker. 

One of them, Mark 
Pritchard, said he would 
complain to police and 
Britain’s press regulator 
about the newspaper's be¬ 
havior. 

The Sunday Mirror said its 
subterfuge was justified 
because the investigation 
into lawmakers' behavior 
on social media was in the 
public interest. 

The scandal was one of 
two unwelcome surprises 
overshadowing the Con¬ 
servatives’ autumn confer¬ 
ence in the central English 
city of Birmingham, where 


ministers are setting out 
policies ahead of an elec¬ 
tion in May. 

Another Conservative 
legislator, Mark Reckless, 
announced Saturday he 
was defecting to the small 
but growing United King¬ 
dom Independence Party, 
whose populist anti-Euro¬ 
pean Union stance is win¬ 
ning over some Conserva¬ 
tive voters. Reckless is the 
second Tory lawmaker to 
announce he is quitting his 
parliamentary seat to run 
as a candidate for UKIP, 
which currently has no 
legislators in the House of 
Commons.Reckless’ action 
and Newmark’s resigna¬ 
tion are making it harder 
for Prime Minister David 
Cameron’s Conserva¬ 
tives to gain headlines for 
their economic policies.Q 



LUNCH 

MONDAY - FRIDAY 

11am -3pm 

DINNER 

TUESDAY-SUNDAY 

5:00pm-10:00pm 


$27 

4 COURSE 


EARLYBIRD 


Live music by: 

every friday 
7:00pm-9:00pm 


Near low rise hotels 

FOR RESERVATION?? 503-0000 

LG. Smith B/vd. 160 near the low rise Hotels 


5:00pm - 7:30pm 
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Tanga Restaurant is open 7 days a week from 4 pm till II pm 
Indoor & outdoor seating - Large Terrace with live music 


Served between 

Net >. jIeJ m eoaribiiusi 


ac ArGwtik Gdfd* ri, f&f teLtrrtUitini 


3-Course Menu 


:Disr 


Neighborhood reborn amid Puerto Rico decline 


DANICA COTO 
Associated Press 
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico 
(AP) — Laura Feliciano was 
scouting locations for a 
new restaurant in the Puer¬ 
to Rican capital when she 
discovered she was priced 
out of the upscale water¬ 
front districts that were her 
first choice. Instead, she set 
up several blocks inland on 
a grungy street lined with 
discount stores and pawn 
shops. 

Feliciano named her new 
restaurant and bar “Pa'I 
Cielo," a Puerto Rican 
saying that translates as 
“To Heaven,” but she was 
far from it in the Santurce 
neighborhood. Prostitutes 
and drug dealers hissed 
to prospective customers 
from darkened corners, 
and diners insisted on be¬ 
ing escorted back to their 
cars, sometimes to find 
their vehicles had been 
broken into. 

Feliciano, who had re¬ 
turned to her native Puerto 
Rico from Los Angeles in 
search of an affordable 
place to open a busi¬ 
ness, almost gave up. “We 
thought about closing so 
many times because we 
would have felt responsible 
if something happened,” 
she recalled of the early 
years, referring to her cli¬ 
ents' safety. 

But Feliciano persevered, 
and her patience has 
been rewarded. 

In the six years since “Pa’I 
Cielo” opened, the San¬ 
turce neighborhood has 
been a success story in 
Puerto Rico, which suffers 
from a 13.5 percent unem¬ 
ployment rate after eight 
years of economic reces¬ 
sion. 

While tens of thousands of 
Puerto Ricans have left to 
seek better opportunities 
abroad, a few entrepre¬ 
neurs like Feliciano have 


tried to make a go of it 
within San Juan. In San¬ 
turce, Feliciano's restau¬ 
rant has been joined by 
dozens of other new busi¬ 
nesses including cafes, 


vintage boutiques and a 
bookstore. The renaissance 
also features an arts festival 
that draws artists and tour¬ 
ists from around the world. 
Some investors in Santurce 
are considerably larger 
than Feliciano. Among the 
many building projects that 
have moved forward in re¬ 
cent years is a sleek glass- 
and-steel tower called Ciu- 
dadela, acquired by New 
York real estate developer 
Nicholas Prouty. Despite a 
deep slump in the island's 
housing market, Prouty said 
at a Sept. 18 news confer¬ 
ence that all of the build¬ 
ing’s 312 units had been 
sold. Puerto Rico’s Eco¬ 
nomic Development and 
Commerce Department 
says Prouty plans to add 


252 apartments, 50,000 
square feet of retail space 
and a public park for a 
$114 million expansion to 
the project “in the heart of 
Santurce,” a location that 


would not have been trum¬ 
peted in the past. Prouty 
says he sees promise in the 
neighborhood of about 
100,000 people because 
of recently declining crime, 
undervalued properties 
and an influx of young 
people. “Santurce has ac¬ 
quired a sort of coolness, a 
favored spot for San Juan’s 
new generation," Prouty 
said at the news confer¬ 
ence. “My partner and I 
saw the possibilities, imme¬ 
diately." Feliciano, 39, says 
her “Pa'I Cielo" restaurant 
has attracted celebrities 
such as actor Benicio del 
Toro and members of the 
Grammy Award-winning 
hip-hop group Calle 13. She 
was so confident about the 
area's future that she has 


also opened a small Mexi¬ 
can eatery. “It's still a place 
where people with limited 
means and a strong will can 
make it," she said of San¬ 
turce. The neighborhood is 


bounded on the north and 
east by the upscale Atlan¬ 
tic Coast districts of Con- 
dado, Ocean Park and 
Isla Verde, areas familiar to 
tourists visiting Puerto Rico. 
To the west lies the largely 
middle-class area of Mira¬ 
mar and the approach to 
picturesque Old San Juan, 
a colonial district of cob¬ 
blestone streets and the 
seat of local government. 
The area turned to slums in 
the 1970s as people moved 
out to suburbs near San 
Juan. Many who stayed 
behind were immigrants, 
mostly from the Dominican 
Republic and often living in 
large blocks of public hous¬ 
ing dominated by drug 
gangs amid surging crime 
in the 1990s. Q 


Mosquito-borne 
virus disrupts life 
through Jamaica 

DAVID McFADDEN 
Associated Press 
KINGSTON, Jamaica (AP) 

— Jamaica's health min¬ 
ister said Sunday that the 
government is doing all it 
can to combat a newly ar¬ 
rived mosquito-borne virus 
that is increasingly disrupt¬ 
ing life and cutting pro¬ 
ductivity on the Caribbean 
island. In a national ad¬ 
dress carried on television 
and radio, Fenton Fergu¬ 
son said the chikungunya 
virus is spreading across 
Jamaica and “everyone is 
susceptible." 

“We are aware of the im¬ 
pact this is having on pro¬ 
ductivity and attendance 
at school and work and 
ask employers to be com¬ 
passionate and assist their 
staff through this difficult 
period,” Ferguson said. 

It's a rarely fatal but typi¬ 
cally very painful viral ill¬ 
ness that has advanced 
rapidly through the Carib¬ 
bean and parts of Latin 
America after local trans¬ 
mission started in the tiny 
French dependency of St. 
Martin late last year, likely 
introduced by an infected 
air traveler. Apparently 
hardest hit has been the 
Dominican Republic, with 
half the cases reported in 
the Americas. 

In recent days, the mos¬ 
quito-borne virus with no 
cure or vaccine has been 
increasingly sickening 
people in Jamaica, per¬ 
haps most severely in the 
southeastern parish of St. 
Thomas. “Schools, business, 
churches, farms and entire 
communities in St. Thomas 
continue to report ever 
mounting cases of persons 
ill with chikungunya, some 
communities with over half 
the population affected,” 
said opposition official Del¬ 
ano Seiveright before the 
health minister's speech.Q 



This photo shows an aerial view of the Santurce neighborhood in San Juan, Puerto Rico. The area 
turned to slums in the 1970s as people moved out to suburbs near San Juan. Many who stayed 
behind were immigrants, mostly from the Dominican Republic and often living in large blocks of 
public housing dominated by drug gangs amid surging crime in the 1990s. 

(AP Photo/Ricardo Arduengo) 



















Kukoo Kunuku Serves Up Fun and Laughter in Aruba! 



the old and the reckless 
and the young and the 
restless to spend an eve¬ 
ning in Paradise.” 

Aruba's latest dinner under 
the stars location, Casibari 
Grill, is now featured on the 
Kukoo Kunuku Dinner and 
Barhopping Tour. Kukoo 
Kunuku guests can now 
enjoy a great local BBQ 
meal with all the trimmings 
before embarking on a 
fun barhopping and night¬ 
life adventure. The newly 
renovated Casibari, is now 
open to the public seven 
days a week serving deli¬ 
cious drinks and an excit¬ 
ing array of menu options. 
It is full of character with an 
atmosphere that can’t be 
beat anywhere else on the 
island! 

Take the opportunity to 
dance, drink, talk, and en¬ 
joy the music at Casibari 
Grill when you stop by on 
a Kukoo Kunuku tour the 
next time you are in Aru¬ 
ba. More information and 



PALM BEACH - Born out of 
the dreams of a couple 
who escaped south for the 
winter and never left, Ku¬ 
koo Kunuku is the place on 
Aruba to find great food 
and make fun memories 


with the people around 
you. 

Kukoo Kunuku offers party 
bus tours and other adven¬ 
tures that take guests on a 
whirlwind tour of some of 
Aruba’s best sites as well 



as fun places where they 
can relax and grab a drink. 
Kukoo Kunuku is staffed by 
an eclectic mix of valued 
employees as diverse and 


interesting as Aruba itself. 
Their motto speaks for itself 
and is echoed by the expe¬ 
riences of taking a tour with 
them-”The perfect way for 


reviews of Kukoo Kunuku 
can be found on TripAdvi- 
sor- it comes highly recom¬ 
mended from travelers all 
around the worldO 
































TUESDAY 30 SEPTEMBER^! LOCAL _ B^BBUj 

Fun & Sun at the Pelican Pier on Palm Beach! 




PALM BEACH - Pelican Ad¬ 
ventures Tours & Waters- 
ports & Pelican Nest Bar & 
Seafood Grill are all under 


one roof located at The 
Pelican Pier in Palm Beach. 
We offer Sailing & Snorkel- 
ing Cruises, Champagne 
Brunch Cruises, Sunset & 
Dinner Cruises, Holy Gua- 
camole Fiesta Cruise, Wet 
& Wild Jeep tour and our 
famous Beach & Cave 
tour, also a variety of wa- 
tersports such as wave run¬ 
ners, parasailing, tubing 
and much more. Our desks 
are located at Casa del 
Mar (pool deck), Playa Lin¬ 
da resort next to the juice 
bar. Holiday Inn Desk and 
at the Concierge & Peli¬ 
can Pier desk located be¬ 
tween Holiday Inn hotel & 
Playa Linda Resort. 

Pelican Nest Restaurant of¬ 




fers an impressive selection 
of fresh seafood (caught 
daily by our own fleet). In¬ 
ternational dishes and a re¬ 
laxing atmosphere. Open 
daily for dinner reservations 
call 297-586-2259 from 11 
am. Our Captain’s Morgan 
Pier Bar offers a daily hap¬ 
py hour from 4 till 6 pm. 

Last but not least our Piz¬ 
zeria del Mar that offers a 
variety of pizzas.Q 
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October 4, 2014 

11 am. to 3 pm. 


Grand Opening of Our New Quarantine 


Free: 

■S Hot Dogs 
'A Popcorn 
'A Chicken Nuggets 

Free tag with your pet name 
(after the adoption of dog or cat ) 

And other big surprises!!! 


* Tel number : +297- 582 1623 




Address: Wayaca 128-b 



























Sail with Jolly Pirates 


LOCALS! 
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Aruba’s Most Entertaining Sea-Bound Adventure 



PALM BEACH - FROM 
THE MOMENT YOU STEP 
ABOARD these charming 
Old World Teak Schooners, 
you will discover the color¬ 
ful personalities of Captain 
Harold, the ship's hands-on 
owner and his crew, who 
literally turn flips to please 
their guests. 

The typical hospitality of¬ 
fered by the high-spirited 
crew is what keeps guests 
returning year after year 
and recommending the 
fun aboard the Jolly Pirates 
snorkeling and sunset sails 
to their friends. 

Old-world sailing, com¬ 
bined with a top-notch 
crew, is the unbeatable 
combination that has 
earned the Jolly Pirates 
Sailing Adventures rec¬ 
ognition from Trip Advisor 
ranking Jolly Pirates among 
the top performing estab¬ 
lishments from around the 
world, with its Certificate of 
Excellence for 2014. 


In a recent Business Award 
Ceremony, the “Best Of 
Aruba” Award recognized 
Jolly Pirates the island’s 
“Best Snorkel Experience”. 
Discover why so many De¬ 
lighted Guests return each 
year and you will learn why 
Jolly Pirates holds the top 
spot of most popular sailing 
trip in Aruba! 

You’re never too old or too 
young to learn what makes 
Jolly Pirates Cruises more 


special! Jolly Pirates Cruises 
will Board by the Hadicu- 
rari Pier at Moomba Beach 
between the Holiday Inn 
and Marriott. Give the 
Jolly Pirates a shout at ([tel] 
297/586-8107; www.jolly- 
pirates.com for more infor¬ 
mation on Aruba’s most 
entertaining sea-bound 
adventure. Tear out the 
value added coupon fea¬ 
tured on the pages of the 
Aruba Today. □ 
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POINTS 


^ All Day Long! 
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Use your Alhambra Advantage card to play^ur 
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slots from 1 Dam to 4am and we'll DOUBLE your 

1 points for 00UBLE Cash Back! : . 


pet to ptcuf/ 

Open daily 10am lo 4am • J.E. Irauaqmin Blvd #47 * 533.5000 • cssirioalltambra.com 
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The Shops 

At Alhambra Casino 

Offering a wnIr variety of 
Retail $ Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, 
Souvenirs and mare. 


Baskin Rabbins * Uunkin Donuts 
Fusion Piano & Wins Bar 
Juan Valdez Cafe * Subway * n Glass 
Shalom Body and Saul Spa 
Bollywood Smokehouse 
Hungry Piranha * Aruba Aloe 
Bijoux Terner Boutique 
The Lazy Lizard * The Market 




CASINO AND SHOPS 


























DRIVE YOUR 
OWN TRIKE IN 
OUR GUIDED 
ISLAND TOUR 


Free pick up and dropoff! 


Call for a ride!! 


(297)738-7453 


WWW.TRIKES-ARUBA.COM 



Rent a Car of Aruba 




Aruba Motorcycle Tours & Rentals 


WE RENT 

Harley Davidson 
Motorcycles 

M (297)641-7818 

email: info@arubamotorcycletours.com 




CALL for more information 
about our Special Price 
Tel: 582-7800 

We will /t€rdono% maize yawr 
cut juAt the, way you, like, it ... 



Loyal Visitors Honored by 
Aruba Tourism Authority 


PALM BEACH - Recently, 
Marcel & Suzanne Pay- 
eur were honored as 
Goodwill Ambassadors to 
Aruba due to their 27th 
consecutive annual visit 
to Aruba. 

The symbolic honorary 
title is presented in the 
name of the Minister of 
Tourism as a token of ap¬ 
preciation to guests who 
visit Aruba for 20-or-more 
years consecutive. 

Ms. Marouska Heyliger 


representing the Aruba 
Tourism Authority con¬ 
ducted the ceremony 
which was held at the 
Holiday Inn Resort. 
According to the couple, 
the reason the keep re¬ 
turning to Aruba year af¬ 
ter year is because they 
love the people and the 
amazing food on the is¬ 
land! In the photo you 
can admire the honorees 
together with Lucien of 
the Holiday Inn Resort.□ 








































































Blame Game 


Phil Mickelson 
saves best shot 
for his captain 

DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
GLENEAGLES, Scotland 
(AP) — Phil Mickelson deliv¬ 
ered his most memorable 
shot after the Ryder Cup 
was over. 

Not with a club, but with his 
words. 

Mickelson knew this Ry¬ 
der Cup was a lost cause 
before it was over. Even 
though he won his singles 
match over Stephen Gal- 
lacher, another European 
victory looked imminent. 
That's what led Mickelson 
to say in a television inter¬ 
view, “We had a great 
formula in ‘08 and I don't 
know why we strayed from 
it. I don't know why we 
don’t ever try going back 
to it.” He was talking about 
the only Ryder Cup the 
Americans have won in 
the last 15 years. 

And he was just getting 
warmed up. 

It’s rare to hear even a 
remote reference to criti¬ 
cism from a player at Ry¬ 
der Cup. Mickelson took it 
to an unprecedented level 
when he delivered his mes¬ 
sage in the closing news 
conference, sitting along¬ 
side his 11 teammates with 
captain Tom Watson right 
in the middle. 

Mickelson blistered one 
captain by praising an¬ 
other. 

He spoke in detail about 
Paul Azinger's pod system 
— three groups of qualifiers 
that filled ouf fheir pod by 
felling Azinger whom fhey 
wanted as a captain's 
pick. They ate together. 
They practiced together. 
They never played with 
anyone outside their pod, 
and they were next to 
each other in every lineup. 
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Serena avoids bagel, then cruises at China Open 


JUSTIN BERGMAN 
Associated Press 
BEIJING (AP) — Serena 
Williams narrowly avoided 
a bagel against Spanish 
qualifier Silvia Soler-Espi- 
nosa, then won 13 of the 
next 15 games to pull out a 
7-5, 6-2 victory Monday in 
the first round of the China 
Open. 

Williams looked lethargic 
and flat-footed at the start, 
pushing the ball back with¬ 
out much pace or direction 
and occasionally shanking 
groundstrokes several feet 
out. After only 15 minutes, 
she had already dropped 
serve three times and fall¬ 
en behind 5-0. 

Just as quickly as she gave 
up such a big lead, how¬ 
ever, Williams turned it 
around. In the next game, 
the 18-time major win¬ 
ner saved a set point and 
broke Soler-Espinosa to fi¬ 
nally get on the board. 

“I didn't want to lose 
6-love,” Williams said. “I just 
started fighting. I was like, 
just let me at least try to 
break here.” 

Soler-Espinosa had another 
set point on Williams’ serve 
in the following game, but 
the American saved it with 
a cross-court backhand 
winner at the net and 
cruised the rest of the way. 
Williams routinely doles out 
the bagels in matches, 
but she's rarely on the re¬ 
ceiving end of one. The 
last player to win a 6-0 set 
against her was another 
Spaniard, Anabel Medina 
Garrigues, in Madrid last 
year. Williams came back 
to win that match, too, 6-3, 
0-6, 7-5. After the match, 
Williams said she hadn’t 
been sure she’d be healthy 
enough to play in Beijing 
after pulling out of a match 
against Alize Cornet with 
dizziness and nausea last 
week at the Wuhan Open. 
“I just started hitting a cou¬ 
ple days ago, taking it day 
by day. Finally I decided 
I’m here, I may as well see 
what happens,” Williams 
said. “I'm feeling a lot bet¬ 
ter. I have more energy. 
I look back. Like my eyes 
aren’t as dead as they 
were.” 

It was the latest health issue 
to sidetrack Williams this 
year. She also pulled out 


Serena Williams of the United States returns a shot to Silvia Soler-Espinosa of Spain during their first round of China Open tennis tour¬ 
nament at the National Tennis Stadium in Beijing, China, Monday, Sept. 29, 2014. 

Associated Press 


of a Wimbledon doubles 
match after looking com¬ 
pletely out of sorts in her 
warm-up and hitting four 
straight double-faults in the 
match. She later blamed a 
viral illness. 

On the men's side, U.S. 
Open champion Marin Cil- 
ic struggled with his consis¬ 
tency against Chinese wild¬ 
card entry Bai Yan, ranked 
462nd in the world, but held 
on to win 6-3, 6-4. 

Cilic said he’s still getting 
used to the feeling of being 


a Grand Slam champion 
and dealing with all the 
pressure and attention that 
brings. 

“Most of the guys at the 
top are dealing with that 
already for a few years. It’s 
a bit new thing for me, so 
I'm learning day to day,” 
he said. “Most important for 
myself is also not to put too 
many expectations on my 
own shoulders.” 
Fifth-seeded Grigor Dimi¬ 
trov of Bulgaria also ad¬ 
vanced with a 6-1, 3-6, 6-3 


win over Fernando Verdas- 
co of Spain. 

Other women’s winners in¬ 
cluded ninth-seeded Ana 
Ivanovic, who took advan¬ 
tage of eight double-faults 
by Belinda Bencic to beat 
the Swiss teenager 6-2, 6-1, 
and U.S. Open semifinalist 
Peng Shuai of China, who 
defeated Zhang Kailin 6-4, 
6-1. In the only upset of the 
day, lOth-seeded Jelena 
Jankovic lost to Cornet 7-5, 
3-6, 6-4. 

Fourteen-time major winner 


Rafael Nadal also returned 
to the court for the first time 
since injuring his wrist in July 
to play a doubles match. 
He and partner Pablo An- 
dujar lost to Tomas Berdych 
and John Isner 7-5, 4-6, 10- 
4. 

Nadal will play his opening 
singles match on Tuesday 
against Richard Gasquet, 
while top-seeded Novak 
Djokovic, who has a 19-0 
record in Beijing, faces 
Guillermo Garcia-Lopez of 
Spain.Q 
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Kershaw 1st to lead majors in ERA 4 straight years 



Houston Astros Jose Altuve (27) hits a double against the New York Mets during the third inning of 
an inter-league baseball game Sunday, Sept. 28,2014 at Citi Field in New York. The mets defeated 
the Astros 8-3. 

Associated Press 


RONALD BLUM 
AP Sports Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Los An¬ 
geles Dodgers pitcher 
Clayton Kershaw became 
the first pitcher to lead the 
major leagues in earned 
run average in four straight 
years, while Houston's Jose 
Altuve and Colorado's Jus¬ 
tin Morneau won their first 
batting titles. 

Kershaw's 1.77 ERA was 
the lowest in the National 
League since Greg Mad¬ 
dux's 1.63 for Atlanta in 
1995. 

“I’m not really thinking 
about that right now,” said 
Kershaw, who went 21-3 
to lead the major leagues 
in wins and already has 
turned his tunnel-vision fo¬ 
cus toward the postsea¬ 
son. 

Kershaw became the first 
to lead the NL in ERA in four 
consecutive seasons since 
the Dodgers’ Sandy Koufax 
strung together five years 
in a row from 1962-66. 

“It says a lot about his work 
ethic and not being satis¬ 
fied," said Magic Johnson, 
one of the Dodgers' own¬ 
ers. 

Seattle's Felix Hernandez 
won his second AL ERA ti¬ 
tle, pitching 5 1-3 scoreless 
innings against the Los An¬ 
geles Angels and leaving 
about 10 minutes after the 
Mariners were eliminated 
from playoff contention by 
Oakland’s win at Texas. 
Hernandez started the 
weekend with a 2.34 ERA 
but it dropped to 2.18 
Saturday when Major 
League Baseball Executive 
Vice President Joe Torre 
changed a hit to an error 
in Hernandez’s previous 
start against Toronto, mak¬ 
ing four runs unearned. 
Hernandez finished at 2.14, 
beating Chris Sale of the 
Chicago White Sox (2.17). 

“I was disappointed in my 
last start against Toronto,” 


Hernandez said. “Today 
I had a different mind to 
go out there and do what 
I was capable to do, just 
throw strikes." 

Originally left out of the 
starting lineup by the Astros 
on Sunday, Altuve talked 
his way in and went 2 for 4 
against the New York Mets 
to win the AL batting title at 
.341. 

Altuve began the day with 
a three-point lead over De¬ 
troit's Victor Martinez, who 
went 0 for 3 and wound up 
at .335. 

Altuve became Houston's 
first batting champion, 
leaving the Seattle Pilots- 
Milwaukee Brewers, Arizo¬ 


na and Tampa Bay as the 
only teams without at least 
one. 

“I think this is way bet¬ 
ter than just sitting on the 
bench and waiting for 
something,” Altuve said. “If 
you want to win something, 
you've got to win it on the 
field." 

Morneau, who sat out 
Saturday, pinch-hit in the 
eighth inning and ground¬ 
ed out, leaving him at .319 
— the lowest average for a 
batting champion in either 
league since Tony Gwynn 
hit .313 for San Diego in 
1988. Pittsburgh's Josh Har¬ 
rison was second at .315 
following an 0-for-4 day 


against Cincinnati. 

“I’m most proud that I was 
consistent all season,” Mor¬ 
neau said. “Sometimes you 
get hot for a while and hit 
.450, but I think I was con¬ 
sistent all season and I fo¬ 
cus and concentrated on 
that." 

Playing home games in 
Denver's thin mile-high air, 
Colorado won its second 
straight batting title and 
ninth in 22 years. Andres 
Galarraga (1994), Larry 
Walker (1998, ‘99 and ‘01), 
Todd Helton (‘00), Matt Hol¬ 
liday (‘07), Carlos Gonzalez 
(‘10) and Michael Cuddyer 
(‘13) also won batting titles 
with the Rockies. 


A year after serving a 50- 
game suspension for violat¬ 
ing the major league drug 
program. Nelson Cruz hit 
40 home runs for Baltimore 
and won his first AL home 
run title and the Orioles’ 
second straight following 
Chris Davis' 53 long balls 
last year. Giancarlo Stan¬ 
ton topped the NL with 37 
despite missing Miami’s last 
17 games after he was hit 
in the face by a pitch. 

Mike Trout of the Angels 
had 111 RBIs, the fewest 
for an AL leader in a non- 
shortened season since 
Baltimore’s Lee May had 
109 in 1976. The Dodgers' 
Adrian Gonzalez led the NL 
with 116. 

Milwaukee's Jonathan Lu- 
croy set the season record 
for doubles by a catcher 
with 46, one more than 
Texas' Ivan Rodriguez in 
1996. With 53 doubles over¬ 
all, Lucroy became the first 
player who was primarily a 
catcher to lead his league. 
Detroit's David Price struck 
out eight in the Tigers’ AL 
Central-clinching win over 
Minnesota on Sunday to 
lead the AL with 271, two 
more than Cleveland's 
Corey Kluber. Cincinnati's 
Johnny Cueto struck out 
seven against the Pirates 
on Sunday to tie Washing¬ 
ton’s Stephen Strasburg for 
the NL lead at 242. 

Kluber and the Los Ange¬ 
les Angels’ Jered Weaver 
shared the AL wins lead 
at 18 with Detroit's Max 
Scherzer, who led the ma¬ 
jors in 2013 with 21. 

Dee Gordon of the Dodg¬ 
ers led the NL with 64 steals 
and Altuve topped the AL 
with 56. 

Seattle’s Fernando Rod¬ 
ney had a major league- 
high 48 saves. Atlanta’s 
Craig Kimbrel had 47, the 
fourth straight year he's 
topped the NL or shared 
the lead.Q 
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Phil Mickelson of the U.S. speaks during a press conference after 
Europe won the 2014 Ryder Cup golf tournament at Gleneagles, 
Scotland , Sunday, Sept. 28, 2014. 

Associated Press 


Blame Game 

Continued from page 17 


And then he raved about 
how Azinger had a game 
plan for every occasion, 
which suggested that Wat¬ 
son did not. 

Watson never looked at 
Mickelson as he spoke. 
When asked to reply, the 
65-year-old captain said 
he had a different philoso¬ 
phy and sneered at the 
notion of a pod. 

This might have been the 
most intense match of the 
week. 

Even when the Europeans 
lost at Valhalla under Nick 
Faldo, they closed ranks in 
the news conference. Lee 
Westwood and Sergio Gar¬ 
cia both were benched 
for the first time in their ca¬ 
reers. They are not fans of 
Faldo. And yet they took 
the blame that day by 
saying they should have 
played better. 

Mickelson didn’t call out 
Watson by name. He just 
criticized his heavy-hand¬ 


ed leadership style. 

It needed to be said. 

And as bad as it made 
Watson look — and Mick¬ 
elson, for that matter — it 
was the right time and the 
right place. The message 
was directed more at the 
PGA of America, which 
selected Watson without 
player input, than it was 
at the captain. Given the 
stage, his comments will 
not be forgotten. 


Watson wanted to be cap¬ 
tain again, even though it 
had been 21 years since 
he was captain, or even 
attended a Ryder Cup. Af¬ 
ter watching the meltdown 
at Medinah, he was tired of 
the Americans losing. Wat¬ 
son saw a team with a sil¬ 
ver spoon that was in dire 
need of an iron fist. 

“This guy is tough as nails. 
We all know that,” Europe¬ 
an captain Paul McGinley 


said. “He was going to be 
strong. He was going to be 
a very strong captain, and 
he was going to lead it his 
way.” 

That might have worked in 
1993. It doesn't work now. 
Azinger's all-inclusive style 
was key in winning the 
Ryder Cup. Davis Love III 
had a similar style at Me¬ 
dinah, and the Americans 
built a 10-6 lead going into 
the final day. If not for Jus¬ 
tin Rose making a 45-foot 
putt, and Ian Poulter mak¬ 
ing just about everything, 
the Americans would have 
won that cup, too. 

Watson talked about keep¬ 
ing it simple. He saw his 
main roles as the captain's 
picks and the pairings, and 
neither merited a passing 
grade. 

It wasn’t all on Watson, 
who didn’t hit a single shot. 
And it’s not a complete 
failure by the Americans. 
Europe always has a great 
team, and now it has great 
players. Winning the Ryder 
Cup was never going to be 
easy. 


Watson returns to Scotland 
next year at St. Andrews 
for his final appearance in 
the British Open, which he 
has won five times. He is 
revered in Scotland, and a 
bad week at Gleneagles is 
not going to change that. 
This Ryder Cup loss will be 
forgotten. It’s not like the 
Americans losing is an 
anomaly. 

As for Mickelson? 

He came across as disin¬ 
genuous and disrespectful 
for going public with what 
could have been handled 
in private. 

It was a big risk for Mickel¬ 
son, who is wildly popular 
with fans but can be as 
polarizing as Tiger Woods. 
Mickelson opened himself 
up to massive criticism for 
calling out Watson on such 
a big stage. And it’s not as 
if Mickelson can lean on a 
great Ryder Cup record. A 
five-time major champion, 
he has been on eight los¬ 
ing teams. 

Mickelson doesn’t speak 
from the hip. This was cal¬ 
culated. He knew the risk. 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “from the pier to your plate!” 



ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of Drift¬ 
wood Fishing Charters, the 
successful fisherman of the 
established seafood restau¬ 
rant Driftwood in Oranjestad. 
Driftwood owner Herby 


Merryweater has a love and 
passion for fishing. 

A fisherman who knows about fish, 
what our local waters have to offer, 
and what the words :fresh seafood” 
really mean. 

What Herby catches will be served 
in his restaurant on the same day. 
Herby loves to share his fishing 
passion with the many visitors to 
the island. His fleet of a 35ft. Twin 
Engine Bertram yacht and a 50ft. 
Twin Engine Post yacht, 
appropriately called “Driftwood I 
and II, is available for charters on 
12 noon and from 1pm to 5pm. 




Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: captain, mate 
all fishing equipment, bait, sodas 
and bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and snacks are 
also included. 

You can call Herby directly at (297) 
592 4040 or go to www.drftwooda- 
ruba.com 

Driftwood Restaurant. This 
authentic Aruban seafood restau¬ 
rant is located in characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. Their 


extended menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily spe¬ 
cials, as well as a delicious 4-course 
menu for just $25.95 Charter deep 
sea fishing rates: $400 - 1/2 day • 
$760 - full day. Rates per boat Max. 
6 people. Driftwood Restaurant 
Authentic Aruban Seafood Res¬ 
taurant; Klipstraat #12, Downtown 
Oranjestad. Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www. d riftwood a ru ba. com 
Open hours: every day, from 5pm till 
10:30pm. Sunday Closed. 
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Tony Stewart searching for his new normal 



In this Sept. 13, 2014, file photo, NASCAR driver Tony Stewart (14) looks out from his garage dur¬ 
ing a practice for the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series auto race at Chicagoland Speedway in Joliet, III. 

Associated Press 


JENNA FRYER 
AP Auto Racing Writer 
KANNAPOLIS, North Caroli¬ 
na (AP) — Slowly and som¬ 
berly, Tony Stewart is trying 
his best to find his new nor¬ 
mal. 

He may never again be 
the “Smoke” the racing 
world knew before Aug. 
9, the night a sprint car 
he was driving struck and 
killed Kevin Ward Jr. at an 
upstate New York dirt track. 
The three-time NASCAR 
champion was fiery on the 
track, so quick-witted he 
never lost a verbal spat, 
and a larger-than-life per¬ 
sonality throughout the ga¬ 
rage. 

Stewart, without a doubt, 
was the heart and soul of 
NASCAR. 

Now, some seven weeks af¬ 
ter Ward’s death, the driver 
affectionaly referred to as 
“The People's Champion" 
is struggling to find his foot¬ 
ing. Stewart spent three 
weeks in seclusion at his In¬ 
diana home, and though 
he returned to racing Aug. 
31, he’s been a shell of his 
former self. 

He’s incapable of hiding 
when he’s having a tough 
day, 

he wears his emotions all 
over his body, and he's 
not yet comfortable slid¬ 
ing back into his old, famil¬ 
iar routines. Stewart loved 
racing and women and 
a good practical joke, 
and now struggles to relax 
enough to even smile in 
public. 

It made Monday a huge 
step for Smoke, who held 
his first news conference 
since a grand jury decided 
last week not to charge 
him in Ward’s death. Aside 
from a statement he read 
when he returned to the 
track at Atlanta and an in¬ 
terview last week with The 
Associated Press, Stewart 
had remained silent since 
Ward’s death. 

But he knew avoiding the 
questions was one of the 
many things preventing 
him from getting on with his 
life. 

So he sat down in front of 
a sterile gray backdrop at 


Stewart-Haas Racing wear¬ 
ing jeans, sneakers and a 
shirt void of any sponsor 
logos. He took 29 questions 
over 36 minutes about his 
grief, his change in priorities 
and his future in racing. 

He tried twice at small 
jokes — the room laughed 
— but Stewart didn’t smile. 
He can’t grasp what’s ap¬ 
propriate right now, has no 
idea if anything will ever be 
the same. 

“I honestly think every day, 
things will get better, and 
things will get easier. And I 
think it will for Kevin’s fam¬ 
ily as well. Time heals," he 
said. “I don't know that it 
will ever be normal again, 
but (I'll) find a place to set¬ 
tle into and (I'll) do the best 
(I) can. 

“Whether I ever get back 
to (normal) or not, hope¬ 
fully through this I will some¬ 
how be a better person. 
That’s all I can hope for.” 
When he was done, Stew¬ 
art exited out the back and 
headed to nearby Char¬ 
lotte Motor Speedway for a 
two-day test with his three 
SHR teammates. 

That’s the normal he needs. 
Stewart needs to be with 
his team, needs to be in a 
race car, needs to return to 
a routine. 

After four below-average 
races in his return, he finally 
turned a corner Sunday at 
Dover— his 14th-place fin¬ 
ish was his best since the 
middle of July. 

“We’ve still got some work 
to do,” crew chief Chad 
Johnston radioed Stewart 
on the final lap, “(but) P-14 
is a far cry from what we've 
had the last couple weeks. 
So we’ll build on that and 
go to next week.” 

Did a more focused ef¬ 
fort have anything to do 
with the weight of a pos¬ 
sible criminal charges be¬ 
ing lifted four days earlier? 
Stewart doesn’t know. He 
doesn’t think so, but he 
likely doesn't realize how 
miserable he's looked out¬ 
side of his race car. 

He says both his heart and 
his head are into his job, 
but Sunday was the first 
race in which it showed. He 


doesn't think a 14th-place 
finish is “anything to brag 
about,” but realizes his wins 
will come in curious shapes 
and sizes going forward. 

“I think at this point in my 
career as a driver, when 
you make that decision 
to put the helmet on, you 
have to know in your heart 
that you’re ready to go, 
you’re ready to do it,” he 
said. 

Now he must navigate 
his way back into society, 
something he’s avoided for 
seven weeks. He admitted 
he's “let my team down” 
in not being engaged with 
teammates Kevin Harvick, 


AP Sports Writer 
CLEVELAND (AP) — LeB- 
ron James doesn't know 
whether he'll take another 
shot at Olympic gold. 
James said Monday he has 
not yet decided whether 
he’ll play for Team USA at 
the 2016 Olympics in Bra¬ 
zil, where could win a third 
straight gold medal. 
Following Cleveland’s third 
training camp practice, 
James was asked about 
his plans for the Rio Games 
following reports that Okla¬ 
homa City superstar Kevin 


Kurt Busch and Danica Pat¬ 
rick as he’s grieved, and a 
schedule once so packed 
with appearances and au¬ 
tograph sessions has been 
wiped clean. 

It’s made time stand still 
on too many days, and 
after facing a room full of 
reporters on Monday, he 
believed he was ready to 
resume the off-track com¬ 
mitments that come with 
his job. 

“I think that’s another step 
of making forward prog¬ 
ress, getting back to trying 
to resume what was the 
best of a normal life before 
this," he said. 


Durant has committed to 
playing for the American 
team again.“I'm nowhere 


Nobody knows if he’ll ever 
be his old self again. Every¬ 
one hopes a version of the 
old Smoke will come back, 
but it’s also possible any 
changes will be for the bet¬ 
ter. 

Although his charity, com¬ 
passion and generosity 
rank at the top of NASCAR, 
Stewart could be prickly, 
moody and mean. He kept 
people at arm’s length, 
made poor personal choic¬ 
es and never seemed ca¬ 
pable of finding the happi¬ 
ness he craves. 

Perhaps the new Smoke will 
indeed be different, but in 
a good way.Q 


near there,” James said. 
“I haven't even thought 
about it too much. □ Ob- 


LeBron: “Nowhere near” 
decision on 2016 Olympics 



In this Aug. 12, 2012, file photo. United States’ LeBron James (6) 
dunks against Spain during the men’s gold medal basketball 
game at the 2012 Summer Olympics in London. 

Associated Press 
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Twins fire manager Ron Gardenhire after 13 seasons 



In this Saturday, Sept. 27, 2014, file photo, Minnesota Twins manager Ron Gardenhire sits in the 
dugout during the first inning of a baseball game against the Detroit Tigers in Detroit. 

Associated Press 


JON KRAWCZYNSKI 
AP Sports Writer 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — The 

Minnesota Twins have fired 
manager Ron Gardenhire 
after 13 seasons that in¬ 
cluded at least 92 losses in 
each of the last four years. 
The move was made Mon¬ 
day with one season left 
on Gardenhire’s contract, 
ending the second-longest 
active tenure in the major 
leagues behind Mike Scios- 
cia of the Angels. The Twins 
announced an afternoon 
news conference with 
Gardenhire and general 
manager Terry Ryan. 
Gardenhire played an 
integral role in the fran¬ 
chise’s renaissance, guid¬ 
ing the Twins to their first of 
six American League Cen¬ 
tral division titles in 2002 in 
his first year on the job. But 
Gardenhire’s teams only 
got out of fhe first round 
once, and his postseason 
record was 6-21 with the 
last win coming in 2004. 

The Twins have long been 
the model of stability in 
not only baseball but ma¬ 
jor professional sports, with 
only two managers over 
the last 28 years and two 
general managers over 
the last 20 seasons. But all 
the losing of late became 
too much to overcome. 
This year, Gardenhire be¬ 
came just the fourth man¬ 
ager in the game’s history 


to preside over at least 
four straight 90-loss sea¬ 
sons with the same team, 
joining Connie Mack of 
the Philadelphia Athletics 
(nine), Zach Taylor of the 
St. Louis Browns (four) and 
his predecessor with the 
Twins, Tom Kelly (four). Kelly 
returned for one more year 
after his streak, and he re¬ 
tired after an 85-77 finish in 
2001. 

In an era when job secu¬ 
rity for managers is seem¬ 
ingly measured in months, 
Gardenhire’s longevity has 
been truly unique. The out¬ 
spoken and fiery Garden- 
hire quickly became one of 
the faces of fhe franchise. 


as synonymous with the 
Twins as the interlocking 
T and C on their caps. He 
took over for the revered 
Kelly, who won two World 
Series championships, just 
as the organization was 
starting to regain its footing 
after years of bad baseball. 
Gardenhire clashed with 
some players over the 
years, but there was expec¬ 
tation and hope among 
the players that he would 
return.“Sometimes you go 
out and you don’t play 
as well as you would’ve 
liked, but it’s not always the 
staff’s fault when it comes 
to those sorts of things,” 
starting pitcher Phil Hughes 


said. “We have to be bet¬ 
ter. That's the bottom line.” 
Gardenhire joined the or¬ 
ganization in 1987 and 
was added to Kelly's staff 
in 1991. His record as Twins 
manager was 1,068-1,039. 
He won the American 
League Manager of fhe 
Year award in 2010, fhe 
last time the Twins not only 
made the playoffs but had 
a winning record. 

“As good as it gets in my 
opinion. Comes to the park 
ready to win each and ev¬ 
ery day. Kind of a players’ 
manager," second base- 
man Brian Dozier said last 
week. “Always in good 
spirits. He knows the game 


better than anybody I've 
been around. I 100 per¬ 
cent want him back.” 

The contracts of Garden¬ 
hire’s coaches were ex¬ 
piring, but some of them 
could be brought back. 
Bench coach Paul Molitor 
is sure to be considered 
as Gardenhire’s replace¬ 
ment, but Ryan’s search 
will spread outside the or¬ 
ganization, too. 

Ryan gave Gardenhire a 
two-year contract after 
last season, blaming him¬ 
self for the roster he assem¬ 
bled. But this winter, the 
Twins spent big on Hughes 
and fellow right-hander 
Ricky Nolasco in an at¬ 
tempt to upgrade the ro¬ 
tation. Veteran catcher 
Kurt Suzuki was added, 
too, and made the All- 
Star team. But despite the 
emergence of prospects 
Danny Santana and Ken¬ 
nys Vargas, the Twins sim¬ 
ply didn’t make enough 
progress to avoid a shake- 
up. Nolasco's rough debut 
season and Joe Mauer's 
down year in the switch to 
first base were major dis¬ 
appointments, but bring¬ 
ing Gardenhire back for 
another year would not 
have gone over well with 
an increasingly frustrated 
fan base. Attendance in 
Target Field’s fifth year was 
the lowest for the Twins 
since 2004.Q 


Keane scores twice in 
Galaxy’s 4-0 win v Red Bulls 


Kaka 1st to top $7 
million in MLS earnings 


CARSON, California (AP) 

— Robbie Keane scored 
twice and London Dono¬ 
van added a goal and two 
assists as the Los Angeles 
Galaxy beat New York Red 
Bulls 4-0 on Sunday night. 
The Galaxy regained a 
share of the lead in the 
MLS standings with Western 
Conference rival the Seat¬ 
tle Sounders after stretch¬ 
ing their undefeated run to 
nine games. 

Keane opened the scoring 
with a chip from Donovan’s 
cross in the eighth minute 
and finished the scoring in 
the 82nd minute, beating 
goalkeeper Luis Robles for 


his 17th goal of the season. 
Donavan scored Galaxy’s 
second goal from close 
range in the 50th and 
gave the last pass for Gyasi 
Zardes’ goal fhe 69fh min¬ 
ute. 

It was Donovan's 134th 
career assist, one short of 
Sfeve Ralsfon's MLS record. 
Af Houston, Omar Cum¬ 
mings and Boniek Garcia 
scored as the hosts beat 
Chicago 2-0 to remain 
alive in the Eastern Confer¬ 
ence playoff race. 

Houston is eighth in the 
conference, with only 
the top five making the 
playoffs.q Q 


NEW YORK (AP) — Kaka 
is sef to be Major League 
Soccer's highesf-paid play¬ 
er wifh a base salary of 
$6.6 million from Orlando 
City, according to figures 
released Monday by fhe 
players' union. 

Including a prorated share 
of compensation not spec¬ 
ified to a specific year, the 
Brazilian attacker's total 
earnings rise to a league- 
record $7,167,500. 


Orlando starts play next 
season, along with New 
York City FC. The previous 
MLS high for total earnings 
was set by David Beckham 
of fhe Los Angeles Galaxy 
af $6.5 million annually dur¬ 
ing a five-year contract 
that ended in 2011. 

Seattle forward Clint 
Dempsey dropped to sec¬ 
ond in total earnings at 
$6,695,000, followed by 
Toronto midfielder Michael 


Bradley at $6.5 million and 
Toronto forward Jermain 
Defoe at $6.18 million. 
Among the American play¬ 
ers who signed with MLS 
after the World Cup, mid¬ 
fielder Jermaine Jones has 
a $3 million salary with New 
England and total earnings 
of $3,252,500. 

Defender Liam Ridgewell, 
who left West Bromwich Al¬ 
bion to sign with Portland, 
has a $1.2 million salary,Q 
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Microsoft to offer early look at next Windows 



In this April 2, 2014 file photo, Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella gestures during the keynote address of the Build Conference in San 
Francisco. 


BRANDON BAILEY 
AP Technology Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Microsoft plans to offer a 
glimpse of its vision for Win¬ 
dows this week, as its new 
CEO seeks to redefine the 
company and recover 
from missteps with its flag¬ 
ship operating system. 
Although the new software 
won’t be formally released 
until next year, analysts al¬ 
ready consider its success 
crucial for Microsoft and 
Satya Nadella, who has 
made mobile devices and 
Internet-based services 
priorities since becoming 
CEO in February. 

With its tablet-like touch 
controls, Windows 8 had 
been Microsoft’s answer to 
slumping sales in personal 
computers amid a rising 
demand for mobile devic¬ 
es. But the company alien¬ 
ated many users by forcing 
radical behavioral chang¬ 
es. Research firm IDC even 
blamed Windows 8 for ac¬ 
celerating a decline in PC 
sales in the first full quarter 
following the system’s re¬ 
lease in October 2012. 
Microsoft has released up¬ 
dates that address some of 
the complaints, yet analyt¬ 
ics firm Net Applications es¬ 
timates that five out of six 
Windows users are still using 
something other than Win¬ 
dows 8. 

The next major release will 
be the company’s chance 
to regain its footing and 
show that Microsoft can 
embrace mobile devices 
without sacrificing the tra¬ 
ditional computing experi¬ 
ence. 

“It’s one of the most impor¬ 
tant launches that they will 
ever have,” said Patrick 
Moorhead at the research 
firm Moor Insights and Strat¬ 
egy. “It’s very important 
they get it right." 

Microsoft is expected to 
give an early look at some 
new features Tuesday dur¬ 
ing an event the company 
has billed as a discussion 
about “what's next for 
Windows.” The company 
hasn’t said what it plans to 
call the new Windows ver¬ 
sion. 

The San Francisco event is 
geared toward the busi¬ 
ness market. Separate 


sessions focused on home 
computer users and others 
will be held in the coming 
months. Analysts say the 
sessions are part of an ef¬ 
fort by Microsoft to gather 
feedback and avoid the 
stumbles it made with Win¬ 
dows 8. 

Even after two years of 
declining sales of personal 
computers, software li¬ 
censes for Windows are a 
key element of a business 
segment that contributes 
roughly 21 percent of Mi¬ 
crosoft's annual revenue — 
second only to sales of the 
company’s commercial 
software. 

Windows 8 introduced a 
host of new features for 
personal computers, in¬ 
cluding touch-screen func¬ 
tions that are now common 
with tablets. 

Many PC users, however, 
found the redesigned inter¬ 
face difficult to navigate, 
particularly with keyboards 
and mice on devices with¬ 
out touch screens. They 
also missed familiar con¬ 
trols, such as the “start” 


button that was a longtime 
component of previous 
Windows systems. 

“It was a miscalculation on 
the part of Microsoft," said 
analyst Steve Kleynhans at 
the Gartner research firm. 
“You can’t force people 
into a situation where ev¬ 
erything they know chang¬ 
es.” 

Still, experts say Microsoft 
has good reason to de¬ 
sign software that attempts 
to broaden its appeal to 
smartphone and tablet us¬ 
ers. 

Although the company still 
dominates the PC industry, 
that market is barely grow¬ 
ing. Meanwhile, Microsoft 
has gained little traction 
in a booming smartphone 
market dominated by Ap¬ 
ple’s iPhones and devices 
running Google’s Android 
software. 

Nadella has said he wants 
the next version of Win¬ 
dows to be a “single, con¬ 
verged operating system 
for screens of all sizes.” 
Microsoft currently has 
three main systems — 


Windows 8 for traditional 
computers and tablets, 
Windows Phone 8 for cell¬ 
phones and Xbox for its 
gaming console. 

That makes more work for 
developers, who must cre¬ 
ate three versions of apps 
if they want to reach peo¬ 
ple on multiple devices. By 
unifying the underlying sys¬ 
tems, software developers 
will be able to create apps 
for the various devices 
more easily. 

Consumers will also be able 
to switch devices more 
easily and avoid having to 
buy the same apps mul¬ 
tiple times. 

The new Windows is also 
expected to emphasize 
more software apps and 
services that are hosted 
on the Internet, or “in the 
cloud." Nadella has made 
the transition to cloud com¬ 
puting a priority. 

But Microsoft will need to 
make the transition to a 
new Windows less jarring 
for the average user Moor¬ 
head said. That might in¬ 
clude a return to a more 


Associated Press 

traditional “start” menu for 
desktops, for example. Mi¬ 
crosoft restored a limited 
version of the “start” but¬ 
ton when it released a Win¬ 
dows 8.1 update last year. 
The company also has hint¬ 
ed that it may restore a key 
component of Windows: 
the ability to run apps in 
windows that can overlap 
and be adjusted to any 
size. For newer apps in Win¬ 
dows 8, resizing was limited 
to how much horizontal 
space each app takes on 
the screen. 

Windows 8 offered some 
improvements in security 
and efficiency, but cor¬ 
porations balked at us¬ 
ing the software because 
they didn’t want to spend 
time and money teaching 
employees how to use it, 
Moorhead said. 

Now, as Google and Apple 
are starting to pitch their 
own operating systems to 
business users, he added, 
Microsoft needs to con¬ 
vince business customers 
that the next version of Win¬ 
dows is worth using.Q 













TUESDAY 30 SEPTEMBER 


^BUSINESS 


Stocks head lower, following drops overseas 


MATTHEW CRAFT 

AP Business Writer 

NEW YORK (AP)—Concerns 


over high stock prices and 
global politics continued to 
plague markets Monday as 
major stock indexes ended 
with slight losses in another 
day of choppy trading. 
Pro-democracy protests in 
Hong Kong, a major world 
financial center, added to 
the host of political con¬ 
cerns on investors' minds. 

It could have been worse. 
The Dow Jones industrial 
average sank 178 points 
in the opening minutes, a 
sudden drop of 1 percent, 
but then it climbed back. 


CHAD BRAY 
© 2014 New York Times 
LONDON - The Lloyds 
Banking Group said Mon¬ 
day that it had terminat¬ 
ed eight individuals and 
clawed back about 3 mil¬ 
lion pounds (about $4.9 
million) in bonuses after its 
settlement of inquiries into 
the manipulation of global 
benchmark interest rates. 

In July, Lloyds agreed to 
pay more than $380 million 
to British and U.S. authori¬ 
ties to resolve investigations 
into the manipulation of 
rates, including one used 
to determine fees paid by 


“You have a ton of risks that 
have brought back in the 
market's focus,” said Brad 


McMillan, chief investment 
officer for Commonwealth 
Financial in Waltham, Mas¬ 
sachusetts. “There's just a 
heck of a lot of uncertainty 
right now.” 

The Dow lost 41.93 points, 
or 0.2 percent, to 17,071.22. 
The Standard & Poor’s 500 
index lost 5.05 points, or 0.3 
percent, to 1,977.80. The 
Nasdaq composite slipped 
6.34 points, or 0.1 percent, 
to 4,505.85. 

DreamWorks Animation, 
the studio behind “Shrek” 
and “Madagascar,” 


Lloyds related to a 17 billion 
pound taxpayer-backed 
bailout during the financial 
crisis.“Having now taken 
disciplinary action against 
those individuals respon¬ 
sible for the totally unac¬ 
ceptable behavior identi¬ 
fied by the regulators’ in¬ 
vestigations, the board and 
the group’s management 
team are committed to 
preventing this type of be¬ 
havior happening again,” 
Antonio Horta-Osorio, the 
bank’s chief executive, 
said in a statement. 

Lloyds said it was unable 
to take disciplinary action 


soared 26 percent following 
reports that Japan's Soft- 
Bank Corp. is in talks to buy 


the company. DreamWorks 
gained $5.82 to $28.18. The 
market has turned choppy 
in recent weeks, flipping 
between solid gains and 
steep losses. Since hitting 
a record on Sept. 18, the 
S&P 500 has slipped 1.7 per¬ 
cent. Coming after a calm 
summer, the slide has set 
off a flurry of worried calls 
to brokerages. 

John Canally, chief eco¬ 
nomic strategist at LPL 
Financial in Boston, said 
many investors think the 
market has gone too long 


against a number of indi¬ 
viduals who left the com¬ 
pany before the settle¬ 
ments in the summer. 

In July, Lloyds, which is part¬ 
ly owned by the British gov¬ 
ernment, admitted to crimi¬ 
nal wrongdoing by some of 
its employees who sought 
to manipulate the London 
interbank offered rate, or 
Libor, and other global 
benchmark interest rates. 
Sixteen individuals, includ¬ 
ing seven managers, were 
directly involved in or 
aware of the various forms 
of Libor manipulation, Brit¬ 
ain’s Financial Conduct 


without a major fall. “I can’t 
tell you how many calls 
we're getting now ask¬ 
ing, ‘Is this it? Is this the big 
one?”’ he said. 

One reason for the recent 
turbulence is that the stock 
market appears “priced for 
perfection,” McMillan said. 
It’s an increasingly com¬ 
mon saying among inves¬ 
tors, and it means the S&P 
500 is so high that corpo¬ 
rate profits and the econo¬ 
my have to keep improving 
just to sustain current prices. 
Good news isn’t enough. 
“The question is no longer, 
are we doing well? It’s, are 
we doing even better?” 
McMillan said. “When you 
pay for perfection, any¬ 
thing shy of that is a disap¬ 
pointment.” 

At current prices, investors 
are paying $16.69 for every 
dollar in company earn¬ 
ings, according to data 
from FactSet. That’s 10 per¬ 
cent above the long-term 
average. “There’s a certain 
amount of faith needed at 
this level,” McMillan said. 
Traders have pushed the 
stock market lower despite 
a string of encouraging 
economic news. The latest 
came from the Commerce 
Department, which report¬ 
ed on Monday that con¬ 
sumer spending rose 0.5 
percent in August from the 
previous month. Auto sales 
made up about half of the 
increase. It was further evi¬ 
dence that the economy 
is on solid footing heading 
into the end of the yearO 


Authority said at the time. 
Lloyds served on sever¬ 
al panels of banks that 
helped set Libor rates tied 
to the dollar, the yen and 
other currencies. 

As part of its resolution of 
the inquires, the bank said 
it would pay an additional 
7.76 million pounds to com¬ 
pensate the Bank of Eng¬ 
land for the manipulation 
of another, now defunct, 
benchmark rate, which 
was used to determine fees 
paid under an emergency 
funding program for finan¬ 
cial institutions during the 
financial crisisO 



Lenovo looks to 
expansion after 
IBM acquisition 


JOE MCDONALD 
AP Business Writer 
BANGKOK (AP) — Lenovo 
Group has received U.S. 
and European approval to 
complete its acquisition of 
IBM Corp.'s low-end serv¬ 
er business and plans to 
use it to grow faster outside 
its personal computer busi¬ 
ness, Lenovo’s chairman 
said Monday. 

The $2.1 billion acquisition 
is due to close Wednesday 
following a successful re¬ 
view by a U.S. government 
security panel and Europe¬ 
an and Chinese regulators, 
the company said. 

The IBM assets will add 
a “growth engine” to a 
growing array of business¬ 
es that include computers, 
mobile devices and ser¬ 
vices, chairman Yang Yu- 
anqing said in a telephone 
interview. 

Lenovo, which bought 
IBM's PC unit in 2005, has 
carried out a flurry of ac¬ 
quisitions and launched 
initiatives including creat¬ 
ing a smartphone brand to 
expand into faster-grow¬ 
ing businesses. 

Also this year, Lenovo 
bought the Motorola Mo¬ 
bility smartphone busi¬ 
ness from Google Inc. for 
$2.9 billion. 

“Our mobile business and 
our enterprise business will 
be growing even faster 
than our PC business,” said 
Yang. 

Lenovo has said the IBM 
acquisition will propel 
it from a No. 9 ranking 
among server manufactur¬ 
ers to No. 3 behind Hewlett 
Packard Co. and Dell Inc. 
Lenovo, with headquarters 
in Beijing and in Research 
Triangle Park, North Caro¬ 
lina, passed HP in 2013 
as the No. 1 PC maker, 
though that achievement 
was tempered by a slow¬ 
down in demand as users 
shift to mobile devices. 
Lenovo has said it expects 
mobile devices to become 
the bulk of its business in 
coming years. 

In the quarter ending 
in June, sales of smart¬ 
phones, tablet computers 
and other wireless technol¬ 
ogy rose 32 percent over a 
year earlierO 



Specialist Anthony Rinaldi works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange Monday, Sept. 29, 
2014. The U.S. stock market slid to start the week, following European markets lower. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 
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In tax inquiry involving Apple & 
Starbucks, EU pushing forward 


JAMES KANTER 
© 2014 New York Times 

BRUSSELS - The top EU 
regulator is expected to 
take the next formal step 
Tuesday in an investiga¬ 
tion into the way Ireland 
and other countries have 
helped U.S. multinationals 
like Apple avoid billions in 
taxes. 

The step by the regula¬ 
tor, the European Com¬ 
mission, is being watched 
closely because of the 
attention that Apple and 
other major U.S. compa¬ 
nies have drawn for the 
way they conduct their 
tax affairs. 

“This investigation shows 
it's not just business as 
usual for the commis¬ 
sion," said Andrea Biondi, 
director of the Center for 
European Law at King's 
College London. “It could 
have major repercussions 
outside Europe, particu¬ 
larly for American compa¬ 
nies.” 

Apple is among the most 
profitable U.S. companies, 
but it has avoided billions 
in taxes through a web of 
subsidiaries, according to 
lawmakers in the United 
States. European authori¬ 
ties are concerned that 
countries - including the 
Netherlands and Luxem¬ 
bourg - may be offering 
improper tax breaks to 
global companies eager 
to deploy sophisticated 
tax-avoidance strategies. 
There are no fines in Eu¬ 
ropean inquiries into such 
cases. The commission 
announced the inquiry in 
June and investigations 
can take years to com¬ 
plete. But any eventual 
decision against Ireland 
could oblige the govern¬ 
ment in Dublin to claw 
back huge sums in so- 
called state aid to Apple. 
If Ireland refuses to act, 
the commission could sue 
Ireland at the Court of 
Justice of the European 
Union, the bloc’s top tribu¬ 
nal, in Luxembourg. 

Ireland vowed in June to 
contest the investigation, 
while Apple has main¬ 
tained that it pays its taxes 
like any other business in 


Ireland. 

On Monday, the Irish gov¬ 
ernment said in a state¬ 
ment that it “welcomed 
that opportunity to clarify 
important issues about the 
applicable tax law in this 
case.” 

The publication of details 
of the inquiry, set for Tues¬ 
day, will lay out the pa¬ 
rameters of the investiga¬ 
tion, which are expected 
to include an examina¬ 
tion of transfer pricing ar¬ 
rangements that com¬ 
monly involve the shunt¬ 
ing of profits and losses 
between subsidiaries by 
labeling them as internal 
corporate payments for 
goods or, as is increasingly 
common, for copyright or 
patent royalties. 

“We do not have any find¬ 
ings to communicate at 
this point in time,” Antoine 
Colombani, a spokesman 
for the commission, told 
reporters Monday. 

“We are in the middle of 
fhis investigation,” he said, 
adding that the publica¬ 
tion Tuesday was “the 
standard process for sfafe 
aid cases.” 

The case, announced in 
June by Joaquin Almunia, 
fhe departing competi¬ 
tion commissioner, could 
soon be taken over by 
Margrethe Vestager, the 
nominee to replace him. 
Vestager would work un¬ 
der Jean-Claude Juncker, 
a former prime minister 
of Luxembourg who has 
been selected as the next 
president of the commis¬ 
sion. 

Any decision to punish Ire¬ 
land for inducements to 
Apple could be awkward 
for Juncker, who has been 
accused by his opponents 
of helping to turn Luxem¬ 
bourg into a tax haven 
during his nearly two de¬ 
cades leading the small, 
wealthy country. 

The inquiry begun by Al¬ 
munia also is examining 
the tax arrangements in 
Luxembourg for Fiat Fi¬ 
nance and Trade, a unit 
of the Italian automaker 
Fiat, and the tax treat¬ 
ment of Starbucks by the 
Netherlands. □ 


Icahn weighing $100M bid to 
save Trump Taj Mahal casino 


ATLANTIC CITY, New Jer¬ 
sey (AP) — Billionaire Carl 
Icahn is considering spend¬ 
ing $100 million to save the 
Trump Taj Mahal casino 
from closing. 

But the offer comes with 
considerable strings at¬ 
tached: Icahn is willing 
to consider the bailout “if 
and only if" he gets big 


Resorts, presented a letter 
from Icahn’s attorney say¬ 
ing the billionaire would 
consider bailing out the ca¬ 
sino if the debt he owns in 
it were converted to equity 
that would give him owner¬ 
ship. 

Icahn, who bought Atlantic 
City’s Tropicana in 2010 in 
a similar manner, wants the 


share the company's desire 
to see the Taj Mahal remain 
open and preserve the jobs 
of the company’s employ¬ 
ees,” Icahn attorney Allan 
Brilliant wrote in a Sept. 23 
letter to Trump Entertain¬ 
ment Resorts in response 
to the company’s offer to 
hand ownership to Icahn. 
Failing to get the conces- 



In this photo taken on Wednesday, July 23, 2014, people walk on The Boardwalk near Trump Taj 
Mahal Casino Resort in Atlantic City, N.J. Billionaire Carl Icahn is considering spending $100 mil¬ 
lion to save the Trump Taj Mahal casino from closing. 

(AP Photo/Mel Evans) 


givebacks from the casino 
workers' union, steep tax 
breaks from Atlanfic Cify 
and county, and $25 mil¬ 
lion in funds from a New 
Jersey agency, according 
to his attorney.ln a filing to 
a bankruptcy court, the 
Taj Mahal’s parent com¬ 
pany, Trump Entertainment 


city to drastically reduce 
the Taj’s taxes, the union to 
give up pension and health 
insurance, and a state re¬ 
development agency to 
provide the $25 million. 
“Notwithstanding the fact 
that putting more money 
into the Taj is a question¬ 
able business decision, we 


sions “would make it impos¬ 
sible to operate a viable 
company at this time." 

The court filing made Fri¬ 
day paints a dismal portrait 
of the Taj Mahal’s finances, 
and holds ouf no hope of its 
survival beyond November 
without Icahn’s money and 
the related concessions. □ 


Encana buying Athlon Energy for $5.93B 


NEW YORK (AP) — Oil and 

natural gas company En¬ 
cana is buying Athlon Ener¬ 
gy Inc. for $5.93 billion in an 
effort to boost is oil produc¬ 
tion by tapping into Texas's 
booming Permian Basin. 
Canada’s Encana Corp. 
will also assume $1.15 billion 
in debt, bringing the trans¬ 
action’s total value to ap¬ 
proximately $7.1 billion. 
Encana, a major natural 
gas producer, has been 
shifting its focus from natu¬ 
ral gas to more lucrative 
oil production in recent 
months. The Permian Basin, 
which stretches from Texas 
to New Mexico and has 


long been an important oil 
source for U.S. drillers, is un¬ 
dergoing a revival thanks 
to new drilling techniques. 
It is one of the biggest new 
sources of oil production 
in the U.S., along with the 
Eagle Ford shale in South 
Texas and the Bakken for¬ 
mation in North Dakota. 
“This transformative acqui¬ 
sition further accelerates 
our strategy and provides 
us with a prime position in 
what is widely acknowl¬ 
edged as one of North 
America’s top oil plays,” 
said Doug Suttles, Encana 
President & CEO, in a state¬ 
ment. 


Encana will receive access 
to about 140,000 net acres 
in the Permian Basin. The 
company said it plans to 
invest at least $1 billion of 
capital in the Permian Basin 
in 2015 and ramp up from 
three to at least seven rigs 
by the end of 2015. 

Athlon shareholders will re¬ 
ceive $58.50 per share, a 25 
percent premium to its Fri¬ 
day closing price of 46.73. 
Shares of Athlon, which is 
based in Fort Worth, Texas, 
jumped more than 24 per¬ 
cent in premarket trading. 
The deal is expected to 
close by the end of the 
year.Q 
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Mutts 


MIGRATION 

MOTIVATION. 


?- 30 



Blondie 


^ I NEED ONE MORE 
( HOUR OP SLEEP...IF I CAN 
V SET 5 MORE MINUTES 
RIGHT NOW... 



JSPLUS 

30 IS 35, 
PLUS IO 

IS 45 ... 



Mother Goose & Grimm 



Baby Blues 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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Monday’s Puzzle Solved 
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ACROSS 

1 Lively Irish 
dance 

4 Deep audible 
breaths 

9 Married lady 
13 Acting part 

15 Thief 

16 Brass musical 
instrument 

17 Male deer 

18 Jewish leader 

19 Had debts 

20 Veneration; 
worship 

22 Cereal grains 

23 Sticky strip 

24 Siesta 

26 Dissimilar to 
29 Tangiest 

34 Clamor 

35 Tree or bush 

36 DVD player’s 
forerunner 

37 Young horse 

38 Hauling into 
court 

39 Ripped 

40 Busy _ bee 

41 High points 

42 Phonies 

43 Odd 

45 Tendons 

46 Eva, to Zsa 
Zsa 

47 Pealed 

48 Shaping tool 
51 Wastes 

56 Tells a fib 

57 1/16 of a 
pound 

58 Thrown for a 

astonished 

60 Lima’s nation 

61 Carousels and 
Ferris wheels 

62 Stench 

63 Go no further 

64 Baseball or 
football 

65 Pigpen 

DOWN 

1 Yrbk. section 

2 Smidgen 

3 Happy 

4 Minor injury 

5 Furious 


6 Huge desert in 
Asia 

7 Vagabond 

8 Paring, as 
potatoes 

9 Ms. Goldberg 

10 “The Hawkeye 
State” 

11 Worry 

12 Finishes 

14 Pompous one 
21 Gather leaves 

25 _up; 
misbehave 

26 Remove the lid 
from 

27 Rope loop 

28 Purple shade 

29 More devious 

30 Skillets 

31 Conjure up, as 
a memory 

32 Threaded 
fastener 

33 Lock of hair 
35 Wild feline 

38 Barber’s need 

39 Citrus fruit 
41 Heavyweight 

Muhammad _ 


42 Discover 

44 Spends all of 

45 Most rational 

47 Dale Earnhardt 
or Jeff Gordon 

48 Mont Blanc’s 
range 

49 Eat less to lose 
weight 


50 Two minus two 

52 Clever and 
witty remark 

53 Take apart 

54 Serling and 
Stewart 

55 Chimney 
residue 

59 Use a crowbar 















































































































































































































































































































































































































































CLASSIFIED !* 27 


TUESDAY 30 SEPTEMBER 2014 


Nebraskans raise their voices in 
fight against Keystone XL pipeline 



Neil Young performs at Harvest of Hope, a concert hosted by 
Art Tanderup and his wife Helen on their farm in Neligh, Neb., 
Sept. 27, 2014. Over the six years since the 1,179-mile crude oil 
pipeline that would run from Alberta province in Canada to Ne¬ 
braska was first proposed, a group of Nebraska farmers, ranch¬ 
ers, Native Americans and city-dwelling environmentalists has 
held meeting after meeting to rally opposition. 

(Ryan Henriksen/The New York Times) 


MITCH SMITH 
© 2014 New York Times 
NELIGH, Neb. - From the 
edge of a rye field teem¬ 
ing with grasshoppers, Wil¬ 
lie Nelson and Neil Young 
sang on Saturday in op¬ 
position to the proposed 
Keystone XL project, warn¬ 
ing through lyrics that a 
“company wants to build 
a tar sand pipeline where it 
don't belong." 

The site of the concert - a 
patch of farmland where 
26 acres of corn were har¬ 
vested early to create a 
makeshift parking lot - was 
as unlikely as the coalition 
of Nebraskans who have 
united against Keystone XL 
and made this state the le¬ 
gal and emotional center 
of the pipeline opposition. 


“I've told them, 'You’ll 
have to haul me out from in 
front of that bulldozer, be¬ 
cause I’m going to protect 
this farm,’??” said Art Tan¬ 
derup, who with his wife, 
Helen, hosted the concert. 
Their land in the rolling hills 
of northeast Nebraska 
would be directly along 
the pipeline route. 

It has been six years since 
TransCanada, an energy 
company, first proposed 
this 1,179-mile crude-oil 
pipeline to southern Ne¬ 
braska from Alberta. In that 
time, a group of Nebraska 
farmers, ranchers. Native 
Americans and city-dwell¬ 
ing environmentalists has 
held meeting after meet¬ 
ing to rally opposition to 
the pipeline and forge a 



Aruba Real Estate 

Independently Owned and Operated 


Kunuku Abou 107 
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delicate trust as it worked 
toward a common goal. 
Activists have scored 
some successes. After 
they complained loudly 
about the initial route, 
which would have gone 
through the ecologically 
delicate Sandhills region, 
TransCanada agreed to 
shift the pipeline east¬ 
ward. 

Even with that change, 
the debate is far from set¬ 
tled. Leaders of the op¬ 
position movement now 
want the pipeline proj¬ 
ect scrapped altogether, 
citing concerns about 
TransCanada and fears 
that a spill would irrepa¬ 
rably harm the Ogallala 
Aquifer, the underground 
water source used to ir¬ 
rigate cropland and fill 
taps across a wide por¬ 
tion of the heartland. 
Because Keystone XL 
would cross an interna¬ 
tional border. President 
Barack Obama will have 
the final say on whether it 
is built. He has put off his 
decision for years, most 
recently signaling that 
he would allow the State 
Department to continue 
studying the issue while 
awaiting a decision from 
the Nebraska Supreme 
Court. 

This month, Nebraska’s 
top judges heard a 
group of landowners’ ar¬ 
guments challenging the 
state’s approval process 
for the route. □ 
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TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
by owner at below mkt 
pricing Divi Phoenix, 

week 39,9/27 start 2 rm suite 
rm 905, lock off master $3975 
and week 40 1 br, unit 806,10/4 
$3950 

e-mail rmwjmw@aol.com or 
US 508 651 0016 


TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
by owner at below mkt 
pricing Divi Golf and beach 

week 40, luxury 2 rm suite, 
gated, affinity pool ground fl, rm 
4106,10/4 $5500 and Aruba 
Beach Club wk 40, rm 128, 
$3175 10/4 

e-mail rmwjmw@aol.com or 
US 508 651 0016 

TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
by owner Divi Golf & Beach 

2 rm suite #4206 wk 36 starts 
on 9/6, lock off master, 2 baths, 
steps to pool and affinity river, 
luxury interior granite etc $5500 
and week 40, ground floor, 
affinity river & pool, 2 baths, 
luxury interior $5800 starts on 
10/4 (rent in 2014 for $1050) 
local 565-9394 until 9/9 
e-mail rmwjmw@aol.com or 
US 508 651 0016 

_ 202517 

FOR SALE: 

Palma Real 

2 Br + 2 BA condo, nicely turn. 
New invAC &TV. 

Incl. 2005 Honda CRV in good 
cond. Gated community. 
Price:US $258,000 
Coastal Ridge Realty 
Call 744-7654 
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San Nicolas: Centro Medico Tel: 584-5794 


INFORMATION 118 

SETAR 582-2116 
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Studies fault warming in much of 2013 wild weather 



In this Aug. 20,2014 file photo, a woman takes a walk under the scorching sun in Tokyo. 

Associated Press 


SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Sci¬ 
entists looking at 16 cases 
of wild weather around 
the world last year see the 
fingerprints of man-made 
global warming on more 
than half of them. 
Researchers found that cli¬ 
mate change increased 
the odds of nine extremes: 
Heat waves in Australia, 
Europe, China, Japan and 
Korea, intense rain in parts 
of the United States and 
India, and severe droughts 
in California and New 
Zealand. The California 
drought, though, comes 
with an asterisk. 

Scientists couldn’t find a 
global warming link to an 
early South Dakota bliz¬ 
zard, freak storms in Ger¬ 
many and the Pyrenees, 
heavy rain in Colorado, 
southern and central Eu¬ 
rope, and a cold British 
spring. 

Organized by the U.S. Na¬ 
tional Oceanic and At¬ 
mospheric Administration, 
researchers on Monday 
published 22 studies on 
2013 climate extremes in a 
special edition of the Bulle¬ 
tin of the American Meteo¬ 
rological Society. 

“It's not ever a single fac¬ 
tor that is responsible for 
the extremes that we see,” 
said NOAA National Cli¬ 
matic Data Center director 
Tom Karl said. “Natural vari¬ 
ability is always part of any 
extreme climate event.” 
For years, scientists said 
they could not attribute 
single weather events — 
like a drought, heat wave 
or storm — to man-made 
global warming. But with 
better computer models 
and new research, in some 
cases scientists can see 
how the odds of events 


increase — or not — be¬ 
cause of climate change. 
Other researchers question 
the usefulness and accu¬ 
racy of focusing on single 
extreme events. 

The editors of the 108-page 
compilation of studies 
wrote that people and ani¬ 
mals tend to be more af¬ 
fected by extreme weath¬ 
er than changes in aver¬ 
ages, so they pay atten¬ 
tion to it. The public often 
connects extreme events 
to climate change, some¬ 
times wrongly, so scientific 
analysis like this “can help 


inform the public's under¬ 
standing of our changing 
environment.” 

The report seeks to find how 
much and how man-made 
warming has influenced 
the weather, said NOAA 
research meteorologist 
Martin Hoerling, an editor 
of the report. 

The influence on Australia’s 
hottest year in more than 


a century is glaring, the re¬ 
port's editors said. 

“It's almost impossible" to 
explain Australia’s hot 2013 
without climate change, 
said Peter Stott of Britain’s 
meteorology office, anoth¬ 
er report editor. 

The most complicated issue 
is the California drought, 
the only extreme that has 
continued into this year. 


Three teams studied that 
state’s record drought in 
different ways. Two teams 
couldn’t find a link to glob¬ 
al warming and water and 
air temperatures, but the 
third from Stanford Univer¬ 
sity looked at high pres¬ 
sure patterns in the air and 
found a connection. 

A high pressure system 
parks over the northern 
Pacific during California’s 
winters, which is normally 
when it gets rain. Higher at¬ 
mospheric pressure usually 
means less storms and rain. 
The pressure was so strong 
last year that study lead 
author Daniel Swain called 
it “a ridiculously resilient 
ridge." The Stanford team 
ran computer models with 
and without man-made 
warming from the burning 
of coal, oil and gas. The 
warming from greenhouse 
gases showed that the 
rain-blocking ridge of high 
pressure was more than 
three times more likely with 
man-made factors than 
without, Swain said. 

“The report as a whole is a 
reflection that more and 
more future climate ex¬ 
tremes around the globe 
will be attributed to human- 
caused climate change,” 
said University of Arizona 
climate scientist Jonathan 
Overpeck, who wasn’t 
part of the research. 

In two extreme events — 
the British cold spring and 
the September northern 
Colorado rains — the re¬ 
port found global warming 
actually decreased their 
likelihoods and yet they 
happened.^ 


U.N. experts say world’s 
mangrove forests at risk 
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ATHENS, Greece (AP) — 

U.N. experts are warning 
that the world’s mangrove 
forests are being destroyed 
at a more rapid rate than 
other forest ecosystems be¬ 
cause of land conversion, 
development and pollu¬ 
tion. 

A U.N. Environment Pro¬ 
gram report presented 
Monday said mangroves 
are disappearing three to 


five times faster than other 
forests. 

It said by 2050, southeast 
Asia could potentially lose 
35 percent of the man¬ 
groves it had in 2000. 
Described in the report as 
one of the world’s most 
threatened ecosystems, 
mangrove forests mitigate 
global warming by trap¬ 
ping vast quantities of car¬ 
bon that would otherwise 


be released into the atmo¬ 
sphere. 

UNEP officials and scien¬ 
tists are holding a three- 
day conference in Athens, 
seeking solutions to ma¬ 
jor marine environmen¬ 
tal problems such as the 
accumulation of plastic 
debris in the seas, collaps¬ 
ing fish stocks and ocean 
acidification. □ 


















Artists take aim 


STACEY PLAISANCE 
Associated Press 
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — The 

wall of a downtown New 
Orleans art gallery has 
been riddled with bullet 
holes. 

It’s not another act of bra¬ 
zen gun violence but rather 
a thought-provoking work 
of art. In each hole is a bul¬ 
let casing, its back painted 
with the tiny portrait of a 
child under the age of 6 
killed in New Orleans gun¬ 
fire. 

The persistence of urban 
gun violence has inspired 
more than 30 artists from 
across the country to con¬ 
tribute to the exhibit, “Guns 
in the Hands of Artists.” 

The artists took the stocks, 
barrels, cylinders and other 
parts of dismantled guns 
slated to be destroyed 
through a city buyback 
program and transformed 
them into art. 

The exhibit is opening Oct. 
4 at the Jonathan Ferrara 
Gallery in New Orleans, for 
decades one of America's 
deadliest cities. 

Although murder rates are 
down from recent years, 


shootings persist. 

A pizza delivery driver was 
recently shot to death dur¬ 
ing a delivery. Over the 
summer, a drive-by shoot¬ 
ing left two people dead 
and several others injured, 
including a woman and 
her two young children. 
Another shooting killed a 
woman on the city’s fa¬ 
mous Bourbon Street. 

New Orleans artist Sidonie 
Villere said she feels a mix 
of fear and anger for her 
hometown. She soaked 
five gun cylinders in hydro¬ 
gen peroxide, salt and vin¬ 
egar, to make them cor¬ 
rode — a representation 
of what she calls an “emo¬ 
tional corrosion” surround¬ 
ing guns. “I’m hoping when 
people see the piece, they 
see that there’s some kind 
of breakdown,” she said. 
Artist John Barnes built a 
wooden sculpture in the 
shape of a historic New Or¬ 
leans shotgun-style house 
with a real shotgun, sawed 
in half, running through 
its center. It includes signs 
“Get Off My Property,” 
"Turn Down the Music” 
and “We Are Here Now” 


Amanda Bynes 
arrested in L A. 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — For¬ 
mer actress Amanda Bynes 
was arrested on suspicion 
of driving while under the 
influence of a drug, author¬ 
ities said Monday. 

Bynes, 28, was stopped 
early Sunday morning by a 
California Highway Patrol 
officer after she stopped in 
the middle of an intersec¬ 
tion in the Van Nuys neigh¬ 
borhood of Los Angeles 
around 4 a.m. on Sunday. 
The former child star was 
determined to be under 
the influence of an uniden¬ 
tified drug after being eval¬ 
uated at a nearby police 
station, the CHP said in a 
statement. 

The release states that 
Bynes, who has had a series 
of driving-related arrests, 
was cooperative but ap¬ 
peared disheveled when 
she was taken into custody. 
Bynes was released hours 
later after posting $15,000 



In this June 5, 2011 file photo, 
Amanda Bynes arrives at the 
MTV Movie Awards in Los An¬ 
geles. Associated Press 

bail. A phone message left 
for her criminal defense 
attorney, Richard Hutton, 
was not immediately re¬ 
turned. 

The one-time actress re¬ 
mains on probation for a 
2012 case filed after she 
clipped a Los Angeles 
County sheriff's patrol car 
and was arrested for driv¬ 
ing under the influence. 
Bynes pleaded no contest 
to alcohol-related reckless 
driving in February. 
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at U.S. gun violence 


— taking a shot at gentri- 
fication, vigilante-ism and 
“Stand Your Ground” laws. 
Ferrara said the exhibit is 
not anti-gun. It is meant to 
foster dialogue surround¬ 
ing guns. The first “Guns in 
the Hands of Artists” was 
held in 1996, around the 
time the city’s murder rate 
was on the rise. The exhibit 
was organized by Ferrara 
and New Orleans native 
artist Brian Borrello. 

Borrello is contributing two 
pieces to the new exhibit, 
including a 9 mm pistol with 
a clip that arcs 7 feet in a 
circular shape that Borrello 
said shows “endless war." 
Nearly two decades after 
the first exhibit, gun con¬ 
versations now include the 
names Ferguson, Colum¬ 
bine, Sandy Hook and Au¬ 
rora. 



This undated photo provided by artist Brian Borrello shows 
his piece titled “Open Carry,” which will be part of an exhibit 
opening Oct. 4, 2014 at the Jonathan Ferrara Gallery in New 
Orleans. 

Associated Press 
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Billy Hayes of ‘Midnight Express’ turns to stage 


MARK KENNEDY 
AP Drama Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The oth¬ 
er day, Billy Hayes was re¬ 
hearsing a scene from his 
one-man show when he 
was interrupted by the di¬ 
rector. 

It was too static, worried 
Jeffrey Altshuler. There’s not 
enough activity. 

“You mean locked in 
one place and you can’t 
move?” cracked Hayes. 
“Yes, I know that feeling.” 
Hays certainly does: His 
long ordeal in a Turkish pris¬ 
on was turned into the film 
“Midnight Express,” forever 
scaring people crossing in¬ 
ternational borders. Hayes 
is 67 now, but hasn’t lost his 
sense of humor. 

“What’s not to be happy 
about? I’m healthy. I’m 
free. My wife loves me. No¬ 
body’s beating my feet. 
I'm doing theates,” he said. 
“This is the top. Everything 
else is gravy.” 

Next month marks the 44th 
anniversary since Hayes 
was arrested while trying 
to smuggle 2 kilos of hash¬ 
ish onto a plane in Istanbul. 
He spent five brutal years 
behind bars before he took 
the "midnight express," 
slang for busting out. 

But Hayes hasn’t complete¬ 
ly escaped, returning again 
and again to that time. 
He wrote a memoir and 
his story was turned into a 
screenplay by Oliver Stone 
that often veered from the 
facts. Hays also published 
his prison letters and a book 
about his post-prison life. His 
tale has even been turned 
into a ballet. 

Now he’s turned it into 
a 70-minute stage show, 
which comes to the Barrow 
Street Theatre following a 
run at the Edinburgh Fringe 
Festival. In the show, Hayes 
recounts his story alone, 
with just a few projections, 
a stool and a bottle of wa¬ 
ter. 

“I had misgivings at first. I 
was like, ‘No, I’m still talk¬ 
ing about this and people 
are sick of hearing it,'” said 
Hayes, whose business card 
is decorated with a little 
train track. “What I discov¬ 
ered was there's a story 
that resonates still with peo¬ 
ple. 

“It’s my little, particular story 


but it affects everyone. Ev¬ 
eryone’s gone through their 
own stuff. Mine was just a 
little bit more compact and 
dramatic. But people relate 
to their own crises and be¬ 
ing as down as you can be 
and still finding a way out to 
come out, finding the light.” 


to the terror of Sagmalcilar 
prison. 

"There's a line I have to be 
careful of because this stuff 
is so personal and so pow¬ 
erful that I don't want to fall 
down and break down on 
the stage,” he said. One 
thing still too raw is reciting 


ern stagecraft. "This is his 
story and it’s powerful stuff. 
He just needs to tell it,” said 
Altshuler. 

Hayes’ story has been ref¬ 
erenced in everything 
from "Family Guy” to "En¬ 
tourage." It even inspired 
the long-running series 


The one-man show serves 
in some ways as a correc¬ 
tive to the 1978 film, which 
had a completely invented 
and bloody escape, and 
a made-up, incendiary 
speech that Hayes' char¬ 
acter gives to the Turkish 
court. In the years since 
prison, Hayes has advocat¬ 
ed for yoga — “In jail, yoga 
can help free you,” he said 
— and againsf the criminal¬ 
ization of marijuana, which 
he argues has created an 
underground of violence 
and corrupted the legal 
system. "I’m not advocat¬ 
ing smoking pot. Do it or 
don’t do it. But don’t put 
people in jail for plants that 
come out of the ground,” 
he said. "While we wait for 
senfencing changes, men 
and women's lives are 
slowly being sucked out. 
Their teeth are rotting out of 
their heads and their fami¬ 
lies are disintegrating.” 
Hayes has since returned to 
Turkey — he attended a se¬ 
curity conference there in 
2007 with round-the-clock 
security — and holds no ill 
will toward its people and 
calls Istanbul "a magical 
city.” 

"There are still people who 
say, ‘Billy, we'll never go to 
Turkey. We saw your mov¬ 
ie,”’ he said. "It’s like, ‘No! 
Go there. You'll love it. Just 
don't get arrested. You 
won't like the prison, I guar¬ 
antee you that.”0 


this undated image released by JT PR, Billy Hayes, who spent five, brutal years behind bars after 
trying to smuggle hashish onto a plane in Istanbul, rehearses for his one-man show /'Rising the 
Midnight Express with Billy Hayes.” Associated Press 


Hayes, who built a career 
as an actor and director, 
is fit and trim — a result of 
years of yoga — and quick 
to laugh (He jokes that his 
education includes “five 
years of extracurricular 
work at Istanbul U.”) But he 
can also instantly go back 


his first letter home. 

During rehearsals, Altshuler 
gently guides Hayes into 
taking advantage of the 
whole stage and incor¬ 
porating movement. He’s 
purposely avoided over¬ 
whelming the show with the 
bells and whistles of mod- 


“Locked Up Abroad” on 
the National Geographic 
Channel. Today, people still 
come up to him and whis¬ 
per about sweaty moments 
at customs. “Who else can 
they confess to who's been 
made a bigger fool than 
me?” he asked. 



Author delivers ‘Star Wars’ tour de force 



This book cover image 
released by Basic Books 
shows “How Star Wars 
Conquered the Universe: The 
Past, Present, and Future of a 
Multibillion Dollar Franchise,” 
by Chris Taylor. 

Associated Press 


JEFF AYERS 
Associated Press 

Chris Taylor, deputy edi¬ 
tor of the social media 
website Mashable, lets his 
geekdom shine with “How 
Star Wars Conquered the 
Universe: The Past, Pres¬ 
ent, and Future of a Mul¬ 
tibillion Dollar Franchise.” 
Taylor tries to accomplish 
several things: He exam¬ 
ines how the “Star Wars” 
franchise successfully in¬ 
vaded popular culture, 
and he uses examples of 
how the films have influ¬ 
enced people’s lives. 

One example is the story 
of Albin Johnson. He was 
told he wouldn’t walk 
again after a car acci¬ 


dent. He became de¬ 
pressed after a series of 
operations, including the 
amputation of a foot, but 
a friend helped him with 
various distractions. They 
discussed their mutual 
love of “Star Wars” and 
built stormtrooper outfits. 
Over time, others with 
a similar passion joined 
them. Today the group is 
called the 501st Legion. 
They have worked with 
George Lucas and are 
considered the only legiti¬ 
mate stormtroopers when 
it comes to conventions 
and appearances in full 
regalia. 

Taylor also delivers a bi¬ 
ography of Lucas, who 


fought for years fo bring 
his vision to the screen. 

He explores the making 
of the first film in detail, 
covering studio battles, 
numerous drafts and the 
actors who signed onto 
the project but thought 
they were making a bad 
movie. However, from 
the moment “Star Wars” 
opened on just a few 
screens, lines at ticket 
windows began forming 
around fhe block. 

Taylor’s research is stag¬ 
gering, and even fans 
who believe they know 
all there is to know about 
the film franchise will find 
much fo learn — and 
savorO 
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The Show-Off Society 



DAVID BROOKS 
© 2014 New York Times 

When she was writing, Maya 
Angelou would get up every 
morning at 5:30 and have cof¬ 
fee at 6. At 6:30, she would go 
off to a hotel room she kept - a 
small modest room with nothing 
but a bed, desk, Bible, diction¬ 
ary, deck of cards and bottle of 
sherry. She would arrive at the 
room at 7 a.m. and write until 
12:30 p.m. or 2 o’clock. 

John Cheever would get up, 
put on his only suit, ride the el¬ 
evator in his apartment building 
down to a storage room in the 
basement. Then he’d take off 
his suit and sit in his boxers and 
write until noon. Then he’d put 
the suit back on and ride up¬ 
stairs to lunch. 

Anthony Trollope would arrive 
at his writing table at 5:30 each 
morning. His servant would bring 
him the same cup of coffee at 
the same time. He would write 
250 words every 15 minutes for 
2 1/2 hours every day. If he fin¬ 
ished a novel without writing his 
daily 2,500 words, he would im¬ 
mediately start a new novel to 
complete his word allotment. 

I was reminded of these routines 
by a book called “Daily Rituals: 
How Artists Work,’’ compiled by 
Mason Currey. 

The vignettes remind you how 
hard creative people work. 
Most dedicate their whole life 
to work. “I cannot imagine life 
without work as really comfort¬ 
able,’’ Sigmund Freud wrote. 

But you’re primarily struck by 
the fact that creative people 
organize their lives according to 
repetitive, disciplined routines. 
They think like artists but work 
like accountants. “I know that 
to sustain these true moments 
of insight, one has to be highly 
disciplined, lead a disciplined 
life,’’ Henry Miller declared. 
“Routine, in an intelligent man, 
is a sign of ambition,” W.H. 
Auden observed. 

Auden checked his watch con¬ 
stantly, making sure each task 
filled no more than its allotted 
moment. “A modern stoic,” he 
argued, “knows that the surest 
way to discipline passion is to 
discipline time; decide what 
you want or ought to do during 
the day, then always do it at ex¬ 
actly the same moment every 
day, and passion will give you 
no trouble.” 

People who lead routine, anal- 
retentive lives have a bad repu¬ 
tation in our culture. But life is 
paradoxical. In situation after 
situation, this pattern recurs: 


order and discipline are the 
prerequisites for creativity and 
daring. 

This is true on so many levels. 
Children need emotional and 
physical order so they can go 
off and explore. A parent’s 
main job is to provide daily pre¬ 
dictability and emotional secu¬ 
rity. 

Communities need order to 
thrive and cooperate since 
where there is chaos and dis¬ 
order there is distrust and with¬ 
drawal. The main job of local 
leaders is to provide the basic 
infrastructure of security: roads, 
police, honest judges and or¬ 
derly schools. 

The world needs order, too, a 
set of assumed norms and rou¬ 
tines that all nations adhere to. 
You can’t have freedom, trust, 
democracy and self-determi¬ 
nation when thugs like Vladimir 
Putin of Russia are rampaging 
across borders and monsters 
like the Islamic State are killing 
innocents. 

The world’s superpower has a 
hard and unpleasant duty. The 
United States is obligated to or¬ 
ganize coalitions to impose rule 
of law - to beat back the wolves 
and maintain that order. 
Building and maintaining or¬ 
der - whether artistic, political 
or global - seems elementary, 
but it’s surprisingly hard. Writers 
have to go to amazing lengths 
to impose order on their own 
unruly minds - going off to base¬ 
ment storage rooms. W. Somer¬ 
set Maugham refused to work 
in a room with a view. He liked 
facing a bare wall. It requires 
toughness of mind and rigid 
discipline to properly serve your 
own work. 

Preserving world order is even 
harder. President Barack 
Obama showed that kind of 
toughness in his U.N. address 
this week (you knew I was going 
to make this leap). It was one of 
the finest speeches of his presi¬ 
dency. 

During his public life, Obama 
has hit the high notes of poetic 
romance - his 2008 campaign. 
He has also hit some prosaic 
notes of caution, realism and 
inaction. But this speech blend¬ 
ed the two tones. It put tough- 
minded realism at the service of 
a high calling. 

The speech was about defend¬ 
ing the world order against 
enemies like Islamic State and 
Putin. Breaking with past em¬ 
phasis, he acknowledged that 
sometimes you have to use mili¬ 
tary might to fight off a military 
threat. He acknowledged that 
power-hungry thugs aren’t ap¬ 
peased if you try to show them 
how nonthreatening and rea¬ 
sonable you are. Obama cast 
off his cloak of reluctance and 
more aggressively championed 
democracy than he has recent¬ 
ly. He was direct and forthright. 
We’ll see what action comes 
behind the words. But the larger 
point is that the order of global 
civilization, like the order in a 
poet’s mind, is something that 
has to be fought and imposed 
every day. The best life is a se¬ 
ries of daring excursions from a 
secure and orderly base.Q 
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Liberals talk about circumstanc¬ 
es; conservatives talk about 
character. 

This intellectual divide is most 
obvious when the subject is 
the persistence of poverty in a 
wealthy nation. Liberals focus 
on the stagnation of real wages 
and the disappearance of jobs 
offering middle-class incomes, 
as well as the constant insecu¬ 
rity that comes with not hav¬ 
ing reliable jobs or assets. For 
conservatives, however, it’s all 
about not trying hard enough. 
The House speaker, John Boeh- 
ner, says that people have 
gotten the idea that they “re¬ 
ally don’t have to work.” Mitt 
Romney chides lower-income 
Americans as being unwilling to 
“take personal responsibility.” 
Even as he declares that he re¬ 
ally does care about the poor, 
Rep. Paul Ryan attributes persis¬ 
tent poverty to lack of “produc¬ 
tive habits.” 

Let us, however, be fair: Some 
conservatives are willing to 
censure the rich, too. Running 
through much recent conser¬ 
vative writing is the theme that 
America’s elite has also fallen 
down on the job, that it has lost 
the seriousness and restraint of 
an earlier era. Peggy Noonan 
writes about our “decadent 
elites,” who make jokes about 
how they are profiting at the 
expense of the little people. 
Charles Murray, whose book 
“Coming Apart” is mainly about 


the alleged decay of values 
among the white working class, 
also denounces the “unseemli¬ 
ness” of the very rich, with their 
lavish lifestyles and gigantic 
houses. 

But has there really been an 
explosion of elite ostentation? 
And, if there has, does it reflect 
moral decline, or a change in 
circumstances? 

I’ve just reread a remarkable 
article titled “How top execu¬ 
tives live,” originally published in 
Fortune in 1955 and reprinted a 
couple of years ago. It’s a por¬ 
trait of America’s business elite 
two generations ago, and it 
turns out that the lives of an ear¬ 
lier generation’s elite were, in¬ 
deed, far more restrained, more 
seemly if you like, than those of 
today’s Masters of the Universe. 
“The executive’s home today,” 
the article tells us, “is likely to 
be unpretentious and relatively 
small - perhaps seven rooms 
and two and a half baths.” The 
top executive owns two cars 
and “gets along with one or 
two servants.” Life is restrained 
in other ways, too: “Extramarital 
relations in the top American 
business world are not impor¬ 
tant enough to discuss.” Actu¬ 
ally, I’m sure there was plenty of 
hanky-panky, but people didn’t 
flaunt it. The elite of 1955 at least 
pretended to set a good exam¬ 
ple of responsible behavior. 

But before you lament the 
decline in standards, there’s 
something you should know: In 
celebrating America’s sober, 
modest business elite. Fortune 
described this sobriety and 
modesty as something new. It 
contrasted the modest houses 
and motorboats of 1955 with 
the mansions and yachts of an 
earlier generation. And why 
had the elite moved away from 
the ostentation of the past? 
Because it could no longer af¬ 
ford to live that way. The large 
yacht. Fortune tells us, “has 
foundered in the sea of pro¬ 
gressive taxation.” 

But that sea has since receded. 


Giant yachts and enormous 
houses have made a come¬ 
back. In fact, in places like 
Greenwich, Connecticut, some 
of the “outsize mansions” For¬ 
tune described as relics of the 
past have been replaced with 
even bigger mansions. 

And there’s no mystery about 
what happened to the good- 
old days of elite restraint. Just 
follow the money. Extreme in¬ 
come inequality and low taxes 
at the top are back. For ex¬ 
ample, in 1955 the 400 highest- 
earning Americans paid more 
than half their incomes in fed¬ 
eral taxes, but these days that 
figure is less than a fifth. And 
the return of lightly taxed great 
wealth has, inevitably, brought 
a return to Gilded Age ostenta¬ 
tion. 

Is there any chance that moral 
exhortations, appeals to set a 
better example, might induce 
the wealthy to stop showing off 
so much? No. 

It’s not just that people who 
can afford to live large tend to 
do just that. As Thorstein Veblen 
told us long ago, in a highly un¬ 
equal society the wealthy feel 
obliged to engage in “conspic¬ 
uous consumption,” spending 
in highly visible ways to demon¬ 
strate their wealth. And mod¬ 
ern social science confirms his 
insight. For example, research¬ 
ers at the Federal Reserve have 
shown that people living in 
highly unequal neighborhoods 
are more likely to buy luxury 
cars than those living in more 
homogeneous settings. Pretty 
clearly, high inequality brings a 
perceived need to spend mon¬ 
ey in ways that signal status. 

The point is that while chiding 
the rich for their vulgarity may 
not be as offensive as lecturing 
the poor on their moral failings, 
it’s just as futile. Human nature 
being what it is, it’s silly to expect 
humility from a highly privileged 
elite. So if you think our society 
needs more humility, you should 
support policies that would re¬ 
duce the elite’s privileges.Q 
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A Regal Course’s Scruffy American Cousin 


JOHN BRANCH 
© 2014 New York Times 

SAN FRANCISCO - Among 
the things said last week at 
the golf course at Glenea- 
gles, but not the famous 
one in Scotland where the 
Ryder Cup is being played, 
were these: 

“We were on the fourth 
tee when three guys came 
from the basketball court, 
and one pulled out a gun." 
“Kids are so tired, they 
don’t even climb the fence 
anymore to steal golf balls. 


world, San Francisco's Gle- 
neagles is barely known in 
its own neighborhood. It is 
folded into a hillside of vast 
John McLaren Park next to 
the dilapidated Sunnydale 
public housing project, the 
city’s largest, part of San 
Francisco's crime-fatigued 
southeastern corner. 

For many years, local golf¬ 
ers kept removing the sign 
for Gleneagles, not want¬ 
ing others to discover their 
secret. These days, a small 
green sign leading into a 


lyptus is the San Francisco 
Bay, striped by the San Ma¬ 
teo Bridge in the distance. 
There is a pub but no pro 
shop. (There is a sign for 
a pro shop, though, over 
an empty nook.) On one 
wall of the pub is a framed 
poster from 2010 proclaim¬ 
ing Gleneagles one of the 
20 best nine-hole courses 
in the country. (Golf World 
ranked it No. 17.) Across 
the room, sharing a wall 
with an Olympia beer mir¬ 
ror, is a map of the King’s 


“I don't think anyone really 
cared,” said Joe Alvarez, 
who has played the course 
regularly for 50 years, often 
several times a week. “It 
was like putting lipstick on 
a pig.” 

The course was designed by 
Jack Fleming, a protege of 
the course architect Alister 
MacKenzie, and opened 
in 1962. A par 36, it is about 
3,000 yards of tilted lies. 
Fairways are skinny, lined 
by eucalyptus, cypress and 
redwood trees. Greens are 



A view of the 9th green from the clubhouse at Gleneagles in San Francisco. While Scotland's Gleneagles is known around the world, 
San Francisco's Gleneagles, folded into a hillside of vast John McLaren Park, is barely known in its own neighborhood. 

(Jason Henry /The New York Times) 


It’s sad.” 

“All putts break toward the 
Cow Palace.” 

The 2014 Ryder Cup be¬ 
gan Friday at Gleneagles 
in Scotland, named the 
world’s best golf resort the 
past three years at the Ul¬ 
tratravel awards. But across 
an ocean and across a 
continent is a distant rela¬ 
tive, a hidden, scruffy nine- 
hole city-owned course 
named for the revered 
Scottish links. 

“So difficult, we stopped 
building after nine holes,” a 
sign on the outside wall of 
the clubhouse reads. 

While Scotland's Glenea¬ 
gles is known around the 


potholed driveway off Sun¬ 
nydale Avenue is the only 
indication of what is hidden 
in the trees. 

“The speakeasy of golf 
courses,” said Tom Flsieh, 
who has run the course 
since 2004 as part of a 
lease agreement with the 
city and county of San 
Francisco. 

Fie has seven employees. 
The starter serves as the 
bartender. Tee times are 
not necessary, and there 
is an enviable selection of 
Scotch. The six-stool bar 
faces a wall of paned win¬ 
dows that overlook the first 
tee and the ninth green. 
Over the stands of euca¬ 


Course at Gleneagles Hotel 
in Scotland. 

The Ryder Cup will take 
place on another Gle¬ 
neagles track, the rela¬ 
tively new PGA Centenary 
Course, designed by Jack 
Nicklaus. 

“We're going to try to cre¬ 
ate a genuine Scottish golf 
course feel,” Erik de Lam¬ 
bert said when he took 
over the lease at down¬ 
trodden McLaren Park Golf 
Course in 1980. The place 
was a money pit for the 
city, treasured by a few, 
ignored by most. De Lam¬ 
bert changed the name to 
Gleneagles Golf Course at 
McLaren Park. 


tiny, slick, billowy and near¬ 
ly perfect, having been 
rebuilt with bentgrass in 
2010. Afternoon players are 
often greeted by a three- 
club wind from the west, 
sometimes accompanied 
by fog. 

“You're always getting a 
U.S. Open shot,” said Brian 
Scott, a regular since 1985. 
Scott said he had played 
courses around the world 
but found nothing like the 
challenge at Gleneagles, 
where the 18-hole record 
is a tauntingly high 64. Fie 
mentioned uneven lies, 
crooked fairways, tower¬ 
ing trees, quick greens. His 
playing partner, Vidal Car¬ 


lin, cut him off on his way to 
the ninth tee. 

“It’s just hard,” Carlin said. 

In the late 1970s, Alvarez 
was at the course when de 
Lambert, a brash Swede, 
came to play. De Lam¬ 
bert had worked as a maT- 
tre d’hotel at the elegant 
Mark Flopkins hotel on Nob 
Flill in San Francisco and 
as a lighting technician at 
the less elegant Condor 
strip club in North Beach, 
among other jobs. Fie an¬ 
nounced that he wanted 
to take over the golf course, 
and the city was happy to 
lease it to him. Credited 
with saving the course, de 
Lambert quickly improved 
the holes, fixed the club¬ 
house and added the pub. 
And he renamed the 
course after his favorite 
one in Scotland. 

“Nobody knew what it 
meant,” Flsieh said. “But ev¬ 
eryone went along with it.” 
De Lambert spent part of 
his retirement living in a 
home he bought near Gle¬ 
neagles in Scotland, ac¬ 
cording to his obituary. Fie 
died in 2013. 

Flsieh, a longtime cam¬ 
paign consultant in San 
Francisco, took over the 
lease in 2004. Flsieh and 
other investors spent 
$250,000, he said, to redo 
greens, repair irrigation sys¬ 
tems and add hot water 
to the clubhouse, among 
other upgrades. 

In 2010, though, several 
greens died quickly of dis¬ 
ease. Crews of local golf 
course experts lent time 
and equipment, led by 
Thomas Bastis, the super¬ 
intendent of nearby Cali¬ 
fornia Golf Club. All the 
greens were remade with 
high-end bentgrass. The 
first green was moved to its 
original location: de Lam¬ 
bert had placed it higher 
on the hill, into the trees. 
The greens still break, gen¬ 
erally, toward the Cow 
Palace, San Francisco's 
ancient barn of an arena, 
visible a few blocks away. 
The latest threat to the 
course’s long-term sur¬ 
vival came over the sum¬ 
mer. Flsieh received no¬ 
tice that water rates, amid 
the drought in California, 
would soon rise by nearly 
50 percent. □ 
















